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Introduction
This paper rewards students for their understanding of spoken and written Chinese, their 
ability to transfer meaning from Chinese into English and to produce continuous writing in 
Chinese.  The paper consists of 3 sections with 70 marks available. The time allocation for 
this paper is 2 hours and 30 minutes and there was little evidence that candidates did not 
have sufficient time to complete all questions.
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Question 2

Generally, question 2 was well attempted although, a noticeable number of candidates 
chose ‘A’ (the first time held) or/and ‘B’ (has just ended). This highlights the necessity 
for candidates to go beyond listening for key words and for a gist understanding. Weaker 
candidates also confused ‘专家’ with ‘家长’ and as a result chose the incorrect statement 'F'.

Question 3

Question 3, contained familiar lexical items and language but demanded a higher level of 
listening skills. Quite a few candidates, including very able candidates who achieved full 
marks, exhibited some indecision between (a) and (b) as indicated by crossings out and 
changing of answers. This highlights the need to go beyond seizing words and the necessity 
to listen for gist. It is important that candidates replay the recording to make sure that the 
overall concept is understood.

Question 4

Question 4 was accessible for all candidates.  

Only a small number of candidates made an error in part (e) by giving ‘Canada’ instead of 
‘London’ (or England) as the answer. Some candidates could have benefitted from replaying 
the recording which might have helped them to decide on the correct answers.

Some candidates lost 1 mark for not being able to write the character ‘旅’ to complete the 
answer ‘旅遊/旅游’.

Question 5

For part (a), candidates should follow the original text ‘disagrees’. ‘Does not allow’ is not an 
appropriate response. Some candidates only gave details of ‘what the mother feared’ and 
this was insufficient.

For part (b), some candidates gave the answer ‘doing homework’ rendering a different 
meaning.

For part (c), some candidates did not pay attention to the element ‘多’ and simply wrote ’20 
letters’, thus rendering the answer inaccurate. 

For part (d), most candidates coped well with (i). A noticeable number of candidates, who 
in response to (ii) wrote ‘time management’ without mentioning the important element ‘學會
了/学会了’, lead to the answer being not meaningful and the loss of mark.
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Question 6

Whilst part (a) caused few difficulties for candidates, part (b) proved more demanding 
although this was mainly answered correctly. For part (c), some candidates mistook 萬/万 
for a thousand or million and lost 1 mark. In part (d), most candidates coped well but some 
lost the mark either because of the lack of understanding of the original text or failed to 
infer the information in proper meaningful English. Some candidates confused ‘south’ with 
‘north’ or ‘east’ in part (e), which can be explained by a mix up of the compass directions or 
evidence of not understanding the word ‘enter’ and ‘leave’.

Question 7 

The majority of candidates were successful in parts (a) (b) and (c). Errors such as confusing 
17 and 24 years old were rare. Performance varied in the remaining parts, as they 
demanded a higher level of comprehension of the text as well as the ability to identify main 
points and to infer a range of opinions in English with a level of precision.

Part (d) was tackled competently by able candidates. Some candidates did not connect the 
question to ‘在臺灣過得很開心/在台湾过得很开心’ and resulted in reading the wrong part of the 
text for their answer, such as how creative or how caring they were. 

Most candidates were able to identify the answers in part (e), but those candidates who 
opted for a direct translation of ‘一句中文也不會說/一句中文也不会说’ ,without also including 
‘after having lived there for over 10 years’, provided an answer that was insufficient and lost 
the mark. 

In part (f) a noticeable number of candidates lost marks due to 3 different reasons. Firstly, 
some candidates failed to connect the Chinese word ‘創意/创意’ in the text to ‘creative’ in the 
question and this resulted in picking an incorrect answer from the wrong part of the text. 
Secondly, some simply translated the example without actually answering ‘why’. Finally 
some candidates were not able to infer the meaning of the word ‘没用的’ correctly. ‘Rubbish’ 
or ‘waste’ were not acceptable.

Most candidates answered part (g) correctly, although some candidates clearly did not 
understand the word ‘时尚’ and made up an answer that was not in the text.

The majority of the candidates were able to identify the correct answers for part (h). 
Candidates had no difficulties with ‘not concerned about the world’.  However some were not 
able to infer the opinion and feeling ‘they only care about academic results’ in good English. 
Candidates are advised that they must learn to respond to the question meaningfully, and 
take in to account the number of marks available for each question. 
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Question 8

In general most candidates in performed well but some candidates could have achieved 
better marks if they had responded to all 4 bullet points. Some candidates mistook the 
question in the stimulus as the main title and devoted half of the essay discussing whether 
students should do part-time jobs. Candidates should pay more attention to the structural 
connection between the bullets points, as is required of essay writing.  Writing beyond the 
stipulated word limit continues to be a problem for some candidates.

This answer scores the top level for both Content 
and Language. The opening paragraph is concise 
and immediately links to the first bullet point. All 
the bullet points are addressed and given balanced 
attention. They are well developed and linked without 
repetition of details and information. The total 
number of characters is 202, which is acceptable. 

Examiner Comments

Be aware that this is essay writing 
and not a question and answer type of 
exercise. It is necessary to develop a 
link between the paragraphs and when 
responding to the bullet points.

Examiner Tip
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This answer is awarded marks in the top mark band for Language but a mark 
for Content is awarded in third mark band. The opening paragraph responds to 
the question given in the stimulus that sets the scenario. This is acceptable but 
candidates must be reminded not to use up characters from the stimpulated 
word limit in writing an unnecessary preamble. The candidate understood the 
task and covered all four bullet points, however attempts to develop various 
points is limited. The response to the second bullet is basic. The response to the 
issue of advantage and disadvantage is one short sentence. 

Examiner Comments

Avoid spending time writing unnecessary details, for 
example, in this answer ‘對於我個人來說/对于我个人来说’ 
(line 75), ‘談完我個人.. 我來想想./谈完我个人.. 我来想想. .’ 
(line 120-135), ‘反之 帮助我’ could be better spend on solid 
details highlighting the significance of the bullet points. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Section A is a listening assessment with a maximum of 20 marks. Candidates are required 
to listen to a range of recorded Chinese-language material and respond to Chinese-
language questions within the first 45 minutes of the examination. Candidates have full 
control of the recording and they may replay the recording of each passage as many 
times as they like within the 45 minutes. Candidates should therefore make use of this 
opportunity to check over their answers carefully before moving on to the next section.

Candidates are reminded of the importance of reading the rubrics and instructions carefully 
before answering the questions.  In Section A, answers that require a short written response 
must be written in Chinese and all answers should be based on the information in the 
passage. No credit can be given for answers written in English and for those that have no 
basis in the stimulus.

Section B is a reading assessment with a maximum of 20 marks. Candidates are required 
to read three Chinese-language passages and respond to the questions in English. Overall 
candidates made good attempts and there was evidence of less guesswork this year.

Section C is a writing assessment with a maximum of 30 marks. Candidates are required 
to write 180-200 characters of Chinese in the form of a letter, report or article based on 
a short Chinese-language stimulus.  Candidates are required to cover all the bullet points 
given in the question within the specified word limit.  Candidates should be reminded that 
there is no benefit to the assessment of their response by writing in excess of the specified 
word limit. 

Candidates should also be reminded that they must not write a draft of their writing for 
Section C in other parts of the examination booklet as this often delays the process in 
marking candidates' work. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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