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Introduction
This paper offered candidates a mix of topics, some familiar from previous exams and 
some less so. The questions seemed to discriminate well, with a wide variety of responses 
– some of which were very good indeed. Many centres appear to have benefited from 
previous exams and the feedback that followed. Many candidates were well prepared and 
had clearly brought the benefit of wider reading and study into their answers, showing a real 
understanding of the topics, with coherent arguments reinforced by valid examples.

However, there are still too many responses that rely too much on assertion and generic 
answers. Candidates must remember to justify the arguments they make and back them up 
with examples. Some candidates weakened their responses by failing to apply the terms and 
theory they have been taught, using generalities and non-specialist language. This does not 
convince examiners that answers deserve high reward. 

The main reasons for otherwise able candidates underachieving are the usual ones of not 
heeding command words and not reading the questions carefully enough. Command words 
are still being ignored by a sizeable number. Instructions to ‘Assess’ and ‘Evaluate’ were not 
followed by some candidates.

Some candidates missed out on marks because they did not answer the question that was 
set. Very few candidates failed to finish all the questions.
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Question 1 (a)
This definition caused problems for some candidates who were far too general in their 
approach. The example below is a good illustration of this. To get both marks candidates 
needed to comment on the speed or pace of the change in GDP and make a comparative 
comment such as contrasting it with a more mature or developed economy.

Question 1 (b)
Another definition that caused some candidates a problem because it was confused with 
either globalisation or a global marketing strategy.

This response scored two marks, helped by some good 
examples.

Examiner Comments

A good definition that scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Most candidates dealt well with this question, showing that trade barriers and protectionism 
are a well understood part of the specification. The most popular reasons were to protect 
infant/domestic industries and to raise tax revenue. 

Most candidates answered this well enough to gain 4 marks but many missed out on the 
extra 2 marks by not offering any application or examples. 

A number of candidates offered reasons that were almost identical and so were only credited 
once.

Two good and well balanced reasons but only 
scoring 4 marks because there is no applica-
tion.

Examiner Comments

For each possible reason we are looking for an 
identification of that reason (Knowledge 1 mark), 
then putting it into context with a valid example 
(Application 1 mark) and then developing that 
reason by explaining the consequences (Analysis 
1 mark). Make sure you cover these three as-
sessment objectives.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This question was again answered well, with many candidates showing good understanding 
of various push and pull factors. Common problems included failure to include any 
application or examples and insufficient development of the analysis. Candidates need to go 
further with this question to get all 8 marks compared to the previous 6 mark question. This 
means developing two analytical points per reason.

This response shows good knowledge and application, 
and does make an analytical point for each reason, 
but does not develop them enough to get the second 
analysis mark. This response therefore only scored 6 
marks.

Examiner Comments

There is no need to evaluate on this 
question because there are no evaluation 
marks available when the command word 
is ‘Analyse’.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
In this well answered question, most students demonstrated a good knowledge and 
understanding of trade blocs. If there is an area that needs development, it is application . 
Many responses used the question wording to drive their answer by sticking closely to the 
EU. In many cases, there could have been further development in the analysis.

A good answer that uses examples and context well to explain how trade blocs can lead to increased 
international trade. There is an attempt at evaluation but it is not developed. As a result this re-
sponse remains in L3 scoring 7 marks.

Examiner Comments
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A stronger response that has context and evaluation and so 
reached level 4 and 9 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
Answers to this question generally demonstrated a good understanding of niche markets, 
but once again application/context was either limited to a repetition of the case study 
material or non-existent. This meant that many otherwise technically proficient answers 
failed to gain access to the full range of marks.
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This is an example of rather limited response that just makes a 
couple of brief analytical points lacking development. There is no 
evaluation and this response was placed in L3 scoring 5 marks.

Examiner Comments
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A much better response that uses context well 
and has depth in both analysis and evaluation. 
This was placed in level 4 and scored 11 
marks.

Examiner Comments

When a question includes a phrase “...
businesses such as Plastics Capital and Leeds 
Test Objects Limited“ you can use any relevant 
business you like and do not have to mention 
Plastics Capital and Leeds Test Objects Limited 
at all. It may be that you have much better 
knowledge of another business and can use the 
examples/context to much better effect.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This question was answered well with responses that demonstrated good application and 
analysis, often including points from personal experience but being relevant. Inorganic 
growth is well understood and the majority of answers showed good understanding of the 
pros and cons. Most candidates were able to use the evidence to support the arguments for 
the benefits of inorganic growth, but the evaluative counter argument was often generic. 
Students should get into the habit of learning examples along with the theory.
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This is an example of a reasonable answer that 
illustrates the points made in the introduction 
above: good knowledge, analysis and evaluation 
but lacking application in the counter arguments. 
This just reached mid L4 scoring 15 marks.

Examiner Comments

Questions 6 and 7 carry eight marks each 
for evaluation and can make the difference 
between a top grade and an average one. 
Make sure that you do fully evaluate and 
use suitable context throughout.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
This was perhaps not as well answered as the previous 20 mark question but many 
candidates showed good understanding of this part of the specification. In too many cases 
application was limited to the use of Kellogg's from the evidence. Weaker answers just 
copied out large chunks of the extract without adding much of value. As with the previous 
question there are many other good examples that students could have brought in from 
wider reading.



18 IAL Business Studies WBS04 01



IAL Business Studies WBS04 01 19

This response has two main problems that severely limit the marks 
that can be gained. It is a generic list of points that have no context or 
examples and there is no evaluation of merit. This response was therefore 
limited to the top of L2, and scored 6 marks.

Examiner Comments
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A good answer well supported by evidence from the extract and from the candidate’s own knowledge. 
Examples are used in both sides of the argument and this response reached the top of mid level 4 
and scored 17 marks.

Examiner Comments

On the longer questions it is always a good idea to end with a reasoned 
conclusion. This should bring the arguments to a closing judgement and not 
just repeat the main points again. Perhaps this candidate ran out of time but a 
suitable conclusion would have gained more marks.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Do read the question carefully and answer the question that is set

•	 Do watch out for command words such as Assess or Evaluate

•	 Do use examples to illustrate your argument

•	 Do use the language of the subject and avoid generalities

•	 Do watch your timing and do not spend too long on one question

•	 Do write concisely

•	 Do add a conclusion to the longer questions
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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