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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Section 1 
 
1 (a) (i) According to the extract, Bengali started to be taught in 1860, but the student instead wrote 

1980. So a zero mark was given. 
 
1 (a) (ii) Both components of this question were answered correctly, resulting in awarding full marks. 
 
1 (a) (iii) All three components answered correctly. 
 
1 (a) (iv) & 1 (a) (v) Correctly answered and full marks awarded. 
 
1 (b) (i) (ii) and (iii) were parts of a multiple choice question. The student ticked wrong boxes. 
 
1 (b) (iii) and (iv) were answered correctly and given 1 mark each. 
 
1 (c) This question asked the student to substitute the given words/phrases with relevant 

words/phrases from the extract and all five components were correctly answered. Hence the 
student obtained all five marks. 

 
Section 2 
 
Question 2. This question asked the student to translate an English passage into Bengali. The student 
understood the passage well and made minor mistakes. The vocabulary was quite broad, but she did 
not know words such as ‘migration’.  She was awarded a mark of 9 out of 15. The student also 
showed sound linguistic skills, and all along wrote in the standard colloquial style. However, the 
sentence ‘They came with the sole intention of settling in this country, thereby changing their fortune’ 
was translated into ‘They came with a mentality of settling in this country and change their fortune.’ 
‘They can truly be termed economic migrants’ was translated into `they were successful in their 
economic activates’.  Again, ‘the migration process was facilitated’ was translated into ‘facilitated 
economic activities.’ The mistranslations were due to the student’s inability to find appropriate words 
for ‘sole’, ‘migration’, ‘migrant’ and ‘facilitate’.  The student was awarded a mark of 4 out of 10. 
 
Section 3 
 
Question 5(a). The first essay was on the War of Independence of Bangladesh and India’s 
contributions to it. The student starts with a fairly lengthy introduction which is not truly relevant. The 
student then writes what she terms ‘the background’ and the history, beginning with the British rule of 
India to the Language Movement to the Movement for Autonomy. This is factual, but not quite 
relevant. Then she comes to the main part of the essay and broadly narrates what happened during 
the War. However, except for a very brief reference to India’s help, the student ignores the enormous 
military help that the Liberation Forces received from India. Thus the student all but answered the first 
part of the question. The conclusion included irrelevant information and comments. The student was 
awarded a mark of 8 out of 20. 
 
However, the essay is well-structured, and has an introduction, some background information, 
followed by the information asked for and a conclusion. In places, the student writes in a mixture of 
literary and standard colloquial styles. There were also quite a few spelling errors. Hence, they were 
awarded a mark of 6 out of 10. 
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Question 4(b). The question asks the student to write an essay on a Bengali play, narrating the story 
and discussing the different aspects. In the second part of the question, the student is to make 
comments on how realistic it is. 
 
The essay starts with a longish but relevant introduction followed by what the student particularly likes 
about the play.  It is obvious that the student studied and perhaps saw the play. She justifies why the 
play impressed her so much. Among other things, the student mentions the acting of the hero and the 
heroine as well as the very attractive songs. She even quotes a few lines of one of the songs. The 
student then mentions a relation who murdered the mother of the heroine, and says she dislikes this 
character. In the conclusion, she says that the play kept her absorbed in it throughout, and says how 
the plot and characters made the play seem to be so real. What the essay lacks is a good narration of 
the story. It seems more like a review than a narration followed by an evaluation. 
 
The student was given a mark of 15 for response to the question with a lot of information and personal 
reaction. The quality of language, including vocabulary and grammatical accuracy, was better than the 
first essay. There were some minor spelling mistakes. The student was awarded a mark of 8 out of 10. 
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Section 1 
 
Question 1(a) is a comprehension question and has five components. It seems the student’s ability to 
understand the passage and hence the response, were both poor. She fails to answer the first part of 
the second component, all three parts of the third, and both parts of the fourth. As a result, the student 
obtains a mark of 4 out of 10 is awarded. 
 
Question 1(b) is a multiple choice question. The student had a poor understanding but correctly ticks 
the first two components and gets a mark of 2 out of 5. 
 
Question 1(c). The student attempts to answer only the first component of the question which is 
incorrect.  It seems she did not understand what she was supposed to do. No marks were awarded. 
 
Section 2 
 
Question 2. The student misunderstood the passage except for some words and a few sentences. Her 
vocabulary is extremely poor, and knowledge of grammar is even poorer. What she wrote hardly 
makes any sense. Her sentence structures are inadequate and spellings are extremely poor. She was 
awarded 3 marks out of 15 for comprehension and 1 mark for the quality and accuracy of language. 
 
Section 3 
 
Question 3(a) asks the student to write an essay on a novel of her choice with details of its story and 
to say which character she liked most. The student chose to write on a novel by Sara Chandra 
Chatterjee, called Devdas. From the answer it becomes clear that she did not read the novel, but saw 
a movie based on this novel. The movie retains most characters, but the story is far from the original. 
Therefore, the story as narrated by the student has some similarities with the original story, but it is 
largely based on the story depicted by the director.  The student also did not make any comments on 
which character she likes most. In view of these shortcomings, the student was awarded a mark of 7 
out of 20 for content. 
 
The quality of language was not adequate as in Question 1. The student showed only a very limited 
vocabulary and sentence structure. Grammatical knowledge as well as that of spelling was also poor. 
As a result, she was awarded a mark of 4 out of 10.  
 
Question 4(b). This question asks the student to briefly narrate the story of a play such as Londonee 
Kanya and then discuss it. The second part of the question requires the student to give her opinion on 
whether it reflects reality. She starts the answer with the information that the play was written by Majid 
and first telecast on BTV, one of the TV channels in Dhaka. The student then gives a short narration of 
the story. From her description, the storyline can hardly be understood very well.  In the last 
paragraph, the student tries to make a comment on whether or not the story is a true reflection of real 
life, but succeeds only in repeating what was previously said. 
 
For content the student was awarded a mark of 8 out of 20, and for the quality and accuracy of 
language a mark of 5 out of 10.  
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