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For this paper you must have: 
the text for Section 1 on an insert (enclosed) 

 
 

 
Time allowed: 3 hours  
 
Instructions 
• Use blue or black ink or black ball point pen. 
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page. 
• Answer all questions in Sections 1 and 2 and two questions from 

Section 3.  Please note that in Section 3 you are not allowed to 
answer both questions on the same topic. 

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided. 
• Answer in Bengali. 
• Do all rough work in the answer book.  Cross through any work you 

do not want marked. 
 
Information  
• The maximum mark for this paper is 100. 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
• You must not use a dictionary. 
• If you need extra paper, use the Additional Answer Sheets. 
• This unit is divided into three sections. 
 

Section 1  20 marks 
Section 2 20 marks 
Section 3 60 marks 
 

Advice for Section 3 
• You are strongly advised to write a plan before beginning each 

answer. 
• To obtain high marks you must give details and facts and express 

your own opinions/draw your own conclusions.  At all times you 
should explain and justify your answers. 
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The Bengalis living in Britain face many problems in their everyday life.  The older 
generation came to this country with little or no education.  As a result, they find it 
difficult to get any decent jobs.  The life of the Bengali women is even harder.  
Mostly without formal education, they have virtually no life outside the four walls of 
their home.  On the contrary, the younger generation have proved more successful.  
They are having a formal education and getting jobs.  However, they have 
problems of a different nature.  They confront tough competition from other 
communities.  Their ethnic background does not help them in any way.  Even if 
they get any jobs, these jobs are mostly low paid.  They hardly get any 
management work.  Sometimes, they become victims of racial prejudice.  Apart 
from these external factors, they are also caught between two cultures.  At home, 
they learn traditional oriental values, but while they grow up in society, they are 
exposed to western values.  Consequently, they are caught between two cultures.  
They can neither identify themselves completely with western culture nor can they 
be happy with oriental values. 
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Literary Topics 
 

 
 

Topic 1 

 
Bengali Fiction 

 
EITHER  
 

(30 marks) 
 
OR  
 

(30 marks) 
 

 
 
 
 

Topic 2 

 
Bengali Poetry and Plays 

 
EITHER  
 

(30 marks) 

 
OR  
 
 
 

(30 marks) 
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Non-literary Topics 

 
 

Topic 1 
 

The Emergence of Bangladesh and Bengalis in Britain 
 

EITHER 
 
 

(30 marks) 
 
OR 
 

(30 marks) 
 
 
 
 

Topic 2 
 

Bengali Cinema and Music 
 

EITHER  
 

(30 marks) 
 
OR  
 

(30 marks) 
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