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BENGALI
Unit 2 Culture and Society

Monday 11 June 2007 1.30pm to 4.30 pm

For this paper you must have:
e a 12-page answer book.

Time allowed: 3 hours

Instructions
Use blue or black ink or ball-point pen.

Answer in Bengali.

Information
e The maximum mark for this paper is 100.
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o This unit is divided into two sections:

Section 1 — 20 marks
Section 2 — 80 marks.

Adyvice for Section 2

The marks for questions are shown in brackets.
You are reminded of the need for clear presentation.
You must not use a dictionary at any time during this examination.
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Write the information required on the front of your answer book.
Answer all questions in Section 1 and two questions from Section 2.
Please note that in Section 2 you are not allowed to answer both questions on the same topic.

Do all rough work in the answer book. Cross through any work you do not want to be marked.

e You are strongly advised to write a plan before beginning each answer.
¢ To obtain high marks you must give details and facts and express your own opinions/draw your own
conclusions. At all times you should explain and justify your answers.
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The first Bengali woman to have written an autobiography was Rassundari Debi. She was born
in 1810. In those days women were not supposed to have any literacy. Popular belief was that
literacy would make women disobedient to their husbands and in-laws; and even cause
widowhood. Rassundari, therefore, received no formal education. However, she saw boys
learning how to read and write. Talented as she was, she soon learnt how to read. She never
disclosed this secret to anybody. When she was about fifty-five, one of her sons was being
educated in Calcutta. He insisted that she write letters to him. It compelled Rassundari to learn
how to write. A few years later, she lost her husband and became lonely. It was at this stage of
her life that she decided to write her autobiography. It was an extraordinary decision, because no
Bengali — man or woman — had written any autobiography till then.
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END OF QUESTIONS
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