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In addition to this paper you will require:
! a 12-page answer book.

Time allowed: 3 hours

Instructions
! Use blue or black ink or ball-point pen. 
! Write the information required on the front of your answer book. 
! Answer all questions in Section 1 and two questions from Section 2.

Please note that in Section 2 you are not allowed to answer both questions on the same topic.
! All answers are to be written in Bengali.
! Do all rough work in the answer book.  Cross through any work you do not want marked.

Information
! The maximum mark for this paper is 100.
! Mark allocations are shown in brackets.
! You are reminded of the need for clear presentation.
! The use of dictionaries is not permitted in this examination.
! This unit is divided into two sections:

Section 1 � 20 marks
Section 2 � 80 marks

Advice for Section 2
! You are strongly advised to write a plan before beginning each answer.
! To obtain high marks you must give details and facts and express your own opinions /draw your own

conclusions.  At all times you should explain and justify your answers.

H/S04/BEN2

abc

BEN2



2

H/S04/BEN2



The very profitable business that some European traders did with India in medieval times was through the
Arabs.  It was only the Arabs who knew the route to India.  King Manuel of Portugal was convinced that
direct trading with India would be a lot more profitable.  He therefore asked Vasco da Gama to find a sea
route.  This was five years after the �failed� expedition of Columbus.  Vasco started his journey on 8th
July 1497.  He had with him four ships manned by a large number of sailors.  He also had three
interpreters.  He went round the Cape of Good Hope and most of the eastern coast of Africa, spent some
time in Mozambique and Kenya and at last arrived in India.  A link was thus established between India
and Europe.  This link certainly had economic implications but it had far greater long-term cultural
implications as well.
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END  OF QUESTIONS
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