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Mark schemes are prepared by the Principal Examiner and considered, together 
with the relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme 
includes any amendments made at the standardisation meeting attended by all 
examiners and is the scheme which was used by them in this examination.  The 
standardisation meeting ensures that the mark scheme covers the candidates� 
responses to questions and that every examiner understands and applies it in the 
same correct way.  As preparation for the standardisation meeting each examiner 
analyses a number of candidates� scripts: alternative answers not already covered 
by the mark scheme are discussed at the meeting and legislated for.  If, after this 
meeting, examiners encounter unusual answers which have not been discussed at 
the meeting they are required to refer these to the Principal Examiner.   
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases 
further developed and expanded on the basis of candidates� reactions to a 
particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark schemes on the basis of one 
year�s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of assessment 
remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper.   



 

 
 

Further copies of this Mark Scheme are available to download from the AQA Website:  
www.aqa.org.uk 
 
Copyright © 2005 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
AQA retains the copyright on all its publications.  However, registered centres for AQA are permitted to copy 
material from this booklet for their own internal use, with the following important exception:  AQA cannot give 
permission to centres to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third party even for internal use 
within the centre. 
 
Set and published by the Assessment and Qualifications Alliance. 
 
The Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA) is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales 3644723 and a registered 
charity number 1073334.  Registered address AQA, Devas Street, Manchester. M15 6EX. Dr Michael Cresswell Director General 



Mark Scheme  AS/A2 - Archaeology

 

Copyright © 2005 AQA and its licensors 
 

3

ACH1 
 
Survey and Excavation  
 
Question 1 
 
 Study Figures 1 and 2. 
 
 Describe briefly the changes between 1722 and 1795 at Leominster Old Priory. 
  (4 marks) 
 
L1: 1-2 points simply listed. 1 
L2: 3 points listed or L1 plus orientation or architectural terminology/detail. 2 
L3: 3 points plus orientation or architectural terminology /detail or 4+ points listed. 3 
L4: 4 points plus use or orientation or architectural terminology/detail. 4 
 
Expect: extensions, chimneys, windows, roof, doors, wall extension. 
NB cannot reach L4 without orientation. 
 
 
Question 2 
 

Use Figures 1 and 2 and your own knowledge.  
  

Comment on the value of antiquarian sources when trying to understand the 
development of archaeological sites in the past. (8 marks) 

 
L1: 1-2 generalised points, e.g. they tell us about the past, they provide illustrations. 1-2 
L2: 3+ generalised points or 1-2 points naming specific sources.  (Expect named maps 

and/or authors) or combination of the two. 3-4 
L3: L2 plus either named antiquarian plus reference to development of sites, e.g. change 

in style, spots features that have now gone, or direct reference to illustrations shown 
or accuracy/reliability. 5-6 

L4: L2 plus two of additional factors in L3. 7 
L5: L2 plus all of additional factors in L3. 8 
 
 
Question 3 
 
 Use Figures 3(a) and 3(b) and your own knowledge. 
 

Identity the phases shown on Figure 3(b) as represented by the following letters on 
Figure 3(a): (3 marks) 

 
 (i) X; 
 (ii) Y; 
 (iii) Z. 3 
 
 (i) Phase VI 
 (ii) Phase VII/Modern 
 (iii) Phase III 
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Question 4 
 
 Use Figures 4 and 5 and your own knowledge. 
 

Why have the archaeologists included both this drawing and this photograph in the 
archive of this site? (7 marks) 

 
L1: Basic generic comments on drawn vs photographic record. 1 
L2: Good generic comments or 1-2 specific references to features illustrated. 2-3 
L3: Mixture of generic and specific reference to features illustrated. 4-5 
L4: 3+ specific references to features illustrated, e.g. windows, stonework, materials.  

Expect orientation for 7 marks in L4. 6-7 
 
Answers may consider: accuracy; detail; key; scale; convention; ease of storage and 
publication; bias; distortion, etc. 
 
 
Question 5 
 
 Study Figures 6(a) and 6(b). 
 

Figures 6(a) and 6(b) show two interior views of the west range of Leominster Old 
Priory after excavation. 
Describe and explain the specific recording techniques illustrated. (6 marks)  

 
L1: Correctly identifies the pieces of equipment used (one mark for each). 1-2 
L2: Partial explanation of both techniques or good account of one (or balance of the two).

 3-5 
L3: Good account of both techniques illustrated  
 +1 within level if candidate realises that one technique is for photography (a) and (b) 

is for drawing. 6 
 
Answers may refer to: (a) ranging rod giving horizontal scale; standardised size; visible; aids 
photography; two used to show perspective.  (b) planning frame/drawing frame/quadrant; 
1m2 divided into 10x10 by string; set up using line level; transcribe information from square 
in frame onto drawing film overlying graph paper; scale; this is drawing an elevation; this is 
picking up detail or fabric.   
 
 
Question 6 
 

Use Figure 7 and your own knowledge.   
 

Figure 7 shows a section of one of the trenches placed around Leominster Old Priory. 
Which, if either, is the earlier context in each case, and why? 
 
(i) 7 or 11 
(ii) 11 or 15 (4 marks) 
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 (i) L1: Correct answer (11). 1 
  L2: Correct answer with explanation. 2 
  
 (ii) L1: Correct answer (cannot tell) or sound explanation but wrong answer. 1 
  L2: Correct answer with explanation. 2 
 
 
Question 7 
 

Use Figures 1 to 7 and your own knowledge.  
 
What are the particular challenges involved in excavating within a standing building 
such as Leominster Old Priory? (10 marks) 

 
L1: List challenges or list of excavation techniques. 1 
L2: L1 with reference to standing buildings (both parts of L1 for 4) 2-4 
L3: L2 plus consideration of challenges with reference to this site or consideration of 

techniques appropriate to this site. 5-7 
L4: Both parts of L3. 8-10 
 
Expect 3+ points for L3 or above.  Could include: putting trenches into limited spaces; health 
and safety; difficulty in extending trenches; destructive; inability to use open area; 
conservation issues; building in use; rescue; trenches; restoration; hard flooring; instability; 
ethies (this is a religious building); constant alterations make it very complex. 
 
 
Question 8  
 
 Look again at the map in the Introduction. 
 

Historical sources suggest that there were other buildings and features associated with 
this urban site.  What would be the most appropriate fieldwork methods to locate 
these buried features? (8 marks)  

 
L1: One or two relevant techniques listed. 1 
L2: More extended list or one or two methods plus generic explanation. 2-4 
L3: Three or more appropriate methods, plus generic explanation or one or two explained 

with a specific link to this site for at least one of them. 5-6 
L4: Three or more appropriate methods explained with specific reference to this site for at 

least two of them. 7-8 
 
For top of L3 and L4 expect realisation that techniques are used in order and relate to one 
another.  No more than 5 marks possible if no link made to the site and/or its surroundings. 
 
Expect �story� from initial desk top, through relevant remote sensing, to geophysics to some 
limited excavation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


