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Introduction
The GCE ARABIC Unit 1 6AR01 is available in the June session only. It was set as per the GCE 2008

Specification. It was consistent with the format of all previous 6AR01 papers.

This paper covered all areas of the specification. It consisted of three sections testing reading,

grammar, translation skills and writing. The time allocated was 2 hours and 45 minutes. It was

enough for candidates who studied the areas in the specification. This paper was marked following

principles consistent with all other sessions. All passages were from the General Topic Areas.

Passages were current and of interest to candidates.

In this paper, Passage 1 of Section A ( Reading comprehension) used for both question 1; a multiple

choice question worth 5 marks, and question 2 vocabulary question also worth 5 marks. The

passage was about ( القَرَوِيين جامعة) an education topic.

Passage 2 covered the topic of work and employment. It was used for question 3, vocalisation. The

purpose of the question was to use enough language structures to test candidates’ grammar.

Passage 3 was about (الرملية العواصف) and covered the topic of environment. It was meant to be more

complex in structures and language so that it stretched candidates who were more able and

allowed them to express opinion through their answers in question 5. Question 4 was another

question relating to this passage: it required knowledge, deep understanding of the passage and

rich language.

Passage 4, (الإلكترونية التذاكر), electronic tickets, was also current and covered technology. It was also

very current and candidates should understand it. It related to everyday life so the vocabulary

should be familiar hence easy to translate.

Passage 5, (السريعة الوجبات مطاعم) the topic for this question was a mixer of mainly health and youth

culture. It was contemporary and relevant to the age group. Candidates were given a stimulus for

the written response of 220 – 270 words, and provided the opportunity for candidates to express

their views on eating out and fast food.

Generally, most candidates coped well as it seems that now teachers and candidates are clearly

more familiar with the demands of the paper, making use of past papers and the Results Plus

Examiner’s Reports.

GCE Arabic 6AR01 01     3



Question 2 

Very good responses to this question generally apart from the 2(b) option as a noticeable number

of candidates failed to find the opposite from the passage. Most candidates scored 3-4 marks.

Strangely enough many gave (انقطاع) as an opposite instead of (تخرج) not noticing that the word they

gave was a noun and not a verb. Some candidates used (التعريف لام) when there was no need for it

and did not use it when it was needed. So they make the word definite ignoring the (ال) in (المعروفة)
or add (ال) in (متعددة).

The opposite of all five words should come from the text. The first word will be found first and then

the rest will be in the order they are written in the text.

A more able response, with a good grasp of the

language. The candidate knew the rubric and

understood the text.
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Read the text carefully, understand it, then read

the question before you look for the words. Go

back to the text to find the requested words. They

have to be from the text. You will find the first

word first and the rest will be in the text in order.

GCE Arabic 6AR01 01     5



Question 3 

Most candidates scored well in this question. Many candidates managed to score very well. On

average, most candidates scored 4 out of 5 however, the majority failed regarding the vocalisation

of the last letter in the word (عربية). Around 1% scored zero; because either they did not attempt the

question or their knowledge or application of grammar was very weak.

Some candidates did not vocalise the whole word, but only put a vowel (الحركة) on the last letter of

the word. In some cases, candidates randomly used more than one sign.
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This candidate put more than one vowel per letter,

it showed that they did not know how to vocalise

or they were not sure what vowel should be used.

The result was losing marks.
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Question 4 

Most Candidates found this passage interesting and had no difficulties in filling the correct words in

the correct gaps. On average candidates scored 3/4.

When filling the gaps, it was noticed that some candidates used the words (عمل) and/or ( صحة ) for

the second gap instead of the word (سير ) which means they were not concentrating, as it does not

make sense when read in the whole context.

A few candidates used the word (الرؤية) for the fourth gap instead of (الصحة). A few candidates used

the word (المحلية) for the last gap instead of (الدولية).

Candidates were asked to choose appropriate words from the ten words in the box to fill the gaps.

This required understanding of the main text as well as knowledge of grammar and vocabulary.
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This was an excellent answer. The response was

very clear, with the correct use of words. Scored

full mark.

The words used to fill the gaps should make sense

and give a meaning which agrees with the original

text.
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Question 5 

This question was answered reasonably well by most candidates.

For 5(a) most if not all got it correct, sometimes by copying from the text, but that means they lost

in language quality.

Question 5(b) was also well answered though some added damage to property as an answer.

For 5(c), most answered it well, but the language quality was a problem when they tried to use their

own word. They also lose marks when they lift from the text.

For 5(d), the majority got the first part, but many got the second part of 5(d) wrong.

Question 5(e), was mostly answered correctly, but most of those who didn’t, wrote their own

reasons instead of picking it from the passage which meant they did not understand the question

well, but wrote interesting answers, e.g. some candidates wrote about the benefits of having trees

in general; to provide oxygen and nice atmosphere, beauty etc.
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Question 6 

Responses to the transfer of meaning exercise, consisting of a short passage of about 100 words of

Arabic to be translated into English, proved to be of a comparable standard to that of previous

sessions.

This translation question was performed very well, I think part of the reason is that the topic;

(electronic tickets) is within the experience of most candidates and they could relate to it. The text

was very relevant because most candidates have experienced booking on line. So, candidates

found the text to be interesting to translate and most candidates managed to score well. Some

candidates struggled when translating point 2, 4 and 10. I think it was a very well performed

question by most candidates, many achieved full marks, but quite few did not understand a few key

words therefore, they displayed a very different translation of the text; for example some

understood the word ( تذكرة) as reminder and tried to read the text accordingly, so the whole

translation was wrong.

Phrases such as (الحجز تأكيد ,للحجز,) ( الرحلة مسار ) ( الموظف,)

stretched candidates, while the rest of the text translated reasonably well in ( الى الصعود بطاقة الطائرة )

general.
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This candidate misunderstood one word and made

the rest of the translation to suite that word. That

resulted in a very poor translation, which has

nothing to do with the text.

Always read the whole text, including the title

before you start translating. Avoid paraphrasing. If

you cannot find the meaning of a word think of an

alternative for the word and read the sentence in

the general context; that should you help you to

get the correct translation.

Always read your translation when you finish to

see if it makes sense. Check spelling and grammar.
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Question 7 

This was the continuous writing question where candidates could get most marks in this paper.

They were required to give their opinion on the topic, mention the implications and problems and

suggest solutions. Candidates were asked to write about fast food, its advantages and

disadvantages, the problems caused by fast food and what solutions can be introduced to solve the

problem.

A considerable number of candidates who did extremely well though they only provided two or

three advantages and focused more on the disadvantages. The main difference between those who

scored highly and those who did not was in the quality of explanation and this is without taking into

account the quality of language.

A substantial number of candidates who achieved only 12-15 marks for the quality of language (if

not less), provided they had understood the question and explained the advantages and

disadvantages, scored a good overall mark under content and ultimately in the whole question.

A handful of candidates left this question blank and failed to provide a response. A small number

provided short responses but these were very few, and the awarded marks reflected their essay

length. This applied even to more able candidates who just did not write sufficiently by a lack of

elaboration and hence provided a limited response.

There were some very interesting and ambitious answers to this question. Many candidates gave

their opinions, valid positives and negatives to the phenomena as well as providing realistic and

manageable solutions to the problems they mentioned. Some were very brief and did not expand

much. Some candidates gave positives, negative/problems then gave solutions to the problems

arising from the negatives. Others gave positives, negatives, problems (which were not linked to the

negatives), because of the separation between the negatives and the problems the solutions they

gave were less valuable and less able than the candidates who gave ways to tackling the negatives

and avoiding them. However, overall, the topic choice made it accessible for most if not all of them,

so most candidates had relevant content in their writing because they were familiar with this topic.
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This candidate covered all four bullet points

relevantly and with some development. The piece

of writing was generally well balanced. It could

have a higher score with more elaboration.

Language was both good and appropriate for the

task, showed a good range of structures as well as

a high level of accuracy. Though rarely a full mark

in language quality was given, the examiner

awarded this response 18/18.

To get a higher mark you should make sure that all

the points are covered well and pay attention to

details and give examples to support your

argument.

Do not assume that some points are obvious, and

you don’t need to write them. If it is not on the

paper the examiner will not award marks for it.
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This was a typical example of a candidate who was

not ready for this exam. Total misunderstanding of

the task hence gave a response which was

irrelevant and scored a zero.

Read the stimulus, then read the question and pay

attention to the bullet points. Make sure you

understood the question, have a reasonable

introduction and covered all the points then end

with a conclusion.
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Write in the space provided and not on a blank page or over the page without indicating. They

should also use pen not pencil.

Watch their spelling as spelling errors can sometimes impeded communication.

Write neatly. Illegible handwriting can cost marks.

Read the question / instructions (rubric) carefully and to check they have answered the question.

Use past papers, specimen papers and mark schemes as well as previous Examiners’ Reports as

part of their preparation for examinations. The Specification and Assessment Criteria in the

specification should be consulted to know the basis on which marks are awarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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