@ Pearson

Edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2018

GCE Arabic 6AR01 01




Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We provide a
wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes
for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or
www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson'’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’
exam results.

* See students' scores for every exam question.
¢ Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

* |dentify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their
learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world's leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress
in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,
wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150 years, and by
working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our
commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out
more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2018
Publications Code 6AR01_01_1806_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2018

2 GCE Arabic 6AR01 01


http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk

Introduction

The GCE ARABIC Unit 1 6AR01 is available in the June session only. It was set as per the GCE 2008
Specification. It was consistent with the format of all previous 6AR01 papers.

This paper covered all areas of the specification. It consisted of three sections testing reading,
grammar, translation skills and writing. The time allocated was 2 hours and 45 minutes. It was
enough for candidates who studied the areas in the specification. This paper was marked following
principles consistent with all other sessions. All passages were from the General Topic Areas.
Passages were current and of interest to candidates.

In this paper, Passage 1 of Section A ( Reading comprehension) used for both question 1; a multiple
choice question worth 5 marks, and question 2 vocabulary question also worth 5 marks. The
passage was about (as\s ;5 al) an education topic.

Passage 2 covered the topic of work and employment. It was used for question 3, vocalisation. The
purpose of the question was to use enough language structures to test candidates’ grammar.

Passage 3 was about (ww)sal ale V) and covered the topic of environment. It was meant to be more
complex in structures and language so that it stretched candidates who were more able and
allowed them to express opinion through their answers in question 5. Question 4 was another
guestion relating to this passage: it required knowledge, deep understanding of the passage and
rich language.

Passage 4, ( &\a) auiy 141Y)Y), electronic tickets, was also current and covered technology. It was also
very current and candidates should understand it. It related to everyday life so the vocabulary
should be familiar hence easy to translate.

Passage 5, (es\lae clin o1} 2ay yud) the topic for this question was a mixer of mainly health and youth
culture. It was contemporary and relevant to the age group. Candidates were given a stimulus for
the written response of 220 - 270 words, and provided the opportunity for candidates to express
their views on eating out and fast food.

Generally, most candidates coped well as it seems that now teachers and candidates are clearly

more familiar with the demands of the paper, making use of past papers and the Results Plus
Examiner’s Reports.
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Question 2

Very good responses to this question generally apart from the 2(b) option as a noticeable number
of candidates failed to find the opposite from the passage. Most candidates scored 3-4 marks.
Strangely enough many gave (¢\\sai') as an opposite instead of (¢ jx1) not noticing that the word they
gave was a noun and not a verb. Some candidates used (39w yal) when there was no need for it
and did not use it when it was needed. So they make the word definite ignoring the () in (a2 jxall)
or add () in (sssats).

The opposite of all five words should come from the text. The first word will be found first and then
the rest will be in the order they are written in the text.

Y ody g
tht b oS g RS e adl B Lol

;:.;.Ju-f (a)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A more able response, with a good grasp of the
language. The candidate knew the rubric and
understood the text.
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~_ Examiner Tip

Read the text carefully, understand it, then read
the question before you look for the words. Go
back to the text to find the requested words. They
have to be from the text. You will find the first
word first and the rest will be in the text in order.
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Question 3

Most candidates scored well in this question. Many candidates managed to score very well. On
average, most candidates scored 4 out of 5 however, the majority failed regarding the vocalisation
of the last letter in the word (au 4 ). Around 1% scored zero; because either they did not attempt the
question or their knowledge or application of grammar was very weak.

Some candidates did not vocalise the whole word, but only put a vowel (& ,a\Y) on the last letter of
the word. In some cases, candidates randomly used more than one sign.

e S jadl
Y Fj} J'I}.J
o g OIS By aser o JSEI SUe e
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N (7 ResultsPlus
E/N Examiner Comments

This candidate put more than one vowel per letter,
it showed that they did not know how to vocalise
or they were not sure what vowel should be used.
The result was losing marks.
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Question 4

Most Candidates found this passage interesting and had no difficulties in filling the correct words in
the correct gaps. On average candidates scored 3/4.

When filling the gaps, it was noticed that some candidates used the words (\«<s) and/or ( i~ ) for
the second gap instead of the word (= ) which means they were not concentrating, as it does not
make sense when read in the whole context.

A few candidates used the word (a5 )\ for the fourth gap instead of (a~x\'). A few candidates used
the word (a\s.\Y) for the last gap instead of (au 4alY).

Candidates were asked to choose appropriate words from the ten words in the box to fill the gaps.
This required understanding of the main text as well as knowledge of grammar and vocabulary.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This was an excellent answer. The response was
very clear, with the correct use of words. Scored
full mark.

Q ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

The words used to fill the gaps should make sense
and give a meaning which agrees with the original
text.




Question 5

This question was answered reasonably well by most candidates.

For 5(a) most if not all got it correct, sometimes by copying from the text, but that means they lost
in language quality.

Question 5(b) was also well answered though some added damage to property as an answer.

For 5(c), most answered it well, but the language quality was a problem when they tried to use their
own word. They also lose marks when they lift from the text.

For 5(d), the majority got the first part, but many got the second part of 5(d) wrong.
Question 5(e), was mostly answered correctly, but most of those who didn't, wrote their own
reasons instead of picking it from the passage which meant they did not understand the question

well, but wrote interesting answers, e.g. some candidates wrote about the benefits of having trees
in general; to provide oxygen and nice atmosphere, beauty etc.
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Question 6

Responses to the transfer of meaning exercise, consisting of a short passage of about 100 words of
Arabic to be translated into English, proved to be of a comparable standard to that of previous
sessions.

This translation question was performed very well, | think part of the reason is that the topic;
(electronic tickets) is within the experience of most candidates and they could relate to it. The text
was very relevant because most candidates have experienced booking on line. So, candidates
found the text to be interesting to translate and most candidates managed to score well. Some
candidates struggled when translating point 2, 4 and 10. | think it was a very well performed
question by most candidates, many achieved full marks, but quite few did not understand a few key
words therefore, they displayed a very different translation of the text; for example some
understood the word (s &) as reminder and tried to read the text accordingly, so the whole
translation was wrong.

Phrases such as (jaall, sl jnaly)) (e da M) (@lssaly,)

(5 5\l as\lay agaal) M) ) stretched candidates, while the rest of the text translated reasonably well in
general.
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SECTION B: Translation
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate misunderstood one word and made
the rest of the translation to suite that word. That
resulted in a very poor translation, which has
nothing to do with the text.

ResuitsP
Examiner Tip

Always read the whole text, including the title
before you start translating. Avoid paraphrasing. If
you cannot find the meaning of a word think of an
alternative for the word and read the sentence in
the general context; that should you help you to
get the correct translation.

Always read your translation when you finish to
see if it makes sense. Check spelling and grammar.
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Question 7

This was the continuous writing question where candidates could get most marks in this paper.
They were required to give their opinion on the topic, mention the implications and problems and
suggest solutions. Candidates were asked to write about fast food, its advantages and
disadvantages, the problems caused by fast food and what solutions can be introduced to solve the
problem.

A considerable number of candidates who did extremely well though they only provided two or
three advantages and focused more on the disadvantages. The main difference between those who
scored highly and those who did not was in the quality of explanation and this is without taking into
account the quality of language.

A substantial number of candidates who achieved only 12-15 marks for the quality of language (if
not less), provided they had understood the question and explained the advantages and
disadvantages, scored a good overall mark under content and ultimately in the whole question.

A handful of candidates left this question blank and failed to provide a response. A small number
provided short responses but these were very few, and the awarded marks reflected their essay
length. This applied even to more able candidates who just did not write sufficiently by a lack of
elaboration and hence provided a limited response.

There were some very interesting and ambitious answers to this question. Many candidates gave
their opinions, valid positives and negatives to the phenomena as well as providing realistic and
manageable solutions to the problems they mentioned. Some were very brief and did not expand
much. Some candidates gave positives, negative/problems then gave solutions to the problems
arising from the negatives. Others gave positives, negatives, problems (which were not linked to the
negatives), because of the separation between the negatives and the problems the solutions they
gave were less valuable and less able than the candidates who gave ways to tackling the negatives
and avoiding them. However, overall, the topic choice made it accessible for most if not all of them,
so most candidates had relevant content in their writing because they were familiar with this topic.
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SECTION C: Continuous Writing
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< Examiner Comments

This candidate covered all four bullet points
relevantly and with some development. The piece
of writing was generally well balanced. It could
have a higher score with more elaboration.

Language was both good and appropriate for the
task, showed a good range of structures as well as
a high level of accuracy. Though rarely a full mark
in language quality was given, the examiner
awarded this response 18/18.

\ Examiner Tip

To get a higher mark you should make sure that all
the points are covered well and pay attention to
details and give examples to support your
argument.

Do not assume that some points are obvious, and
you don't need to write them. If it is not on the
paper the examiner will not award marks for it.
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SECTION C: Continuous Writing
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‘v| < Examiner Comments

This was a typical example of a candidate who was
not ready for this exam. Total misunderstanding of
the task hence gave a response which was
irrelevant and scored a zero.
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) Examiner Tip

\
\

Read the stimulus, then read the question and pay
attention to the bullet points. Make sure you
understood the question, have a reasonable
introduction and covered all the points then end
with a conclusion.




Paper Summary

Based on the performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Write in the space provided and not on a blank page or over the page without indicating. They
should also use pen not pencil.

* Watch their spelling as spelling errors can sometimes impeded communication.

¢ Write neatly. Illegible handwriting can cost marks.

* Read the question / instructions (rubric) carefully and to check they have answered the question.
¢ Use past papers, specimen papers and mark schemes as well as previous Examiners’ Reports as

part of their preparation for examinations. The Specification and Assessment Criteria in the
specification should be consulted to know the basis on which marks are awarded.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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