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SPEECH AND DRAMA HG

                             611-1/0 D



GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

SPEECH AND DRAMA HG 

TIME :     3 hours

MARKS : 200 

INSTRUCTIONS:

· Answer questions from all THREE sections A, B and C.

· Read the instructions for each section carefully.

SECTION A

PLAYS AND THEATRE HISTORY




This section is based on a selection of texts from the following:


· An Absurd text


· A Brechtian text


· A South African text written after 1976


· A  text of your own choice written after 1980


Answer THREE questions in this section.

Each answer must respond to a different prescribed text.

Answers are of equal value : 50 marks each (3x50=150).


QUESTION 1

ABSURD THEATRE


The Theatre of the Absurd often comments on the absurdity of the human condition.


Write an essay to show that this statement applies to the text that you have studied.

Discuss specific aspects unique to the Theatre of the Absurd and refer to examples in the text to illustrate each of the aspects that you mention.
[50]

QUESTION 2 

EPIC THEATRE


Theatre of Social Reform or Epic Theatre is by its very nature didactic.  It teaches or demonstrates an idea or lesson. 


Bertolt Brecht developed certain dramatic techniques which would allow him to confront his audience with ideological information and force them to take an objective and informed stand on the idea (theme) addressed by his play.


Discuss the dramatic techniques unique to Brecht’s plays. Refer to relevant scenes in the Brechtian text that you have studied, and explain how a particular scene illustrates the technique that you mention.
[50]

QUESTION 3 

SOUTH AFRICAN THEATRE


The South African play that you have studied will reflect the socio-political context of the world in which it was created.


3.1
Write an essay on the socio-political environment that the text you studied 
reflects AND if relevant, refer to examples in the text to explain the methods 
that were used to create the text.
[50]

OR


3.2
Write an essay to indicate why the text that you have studied can be regarded 
as typically South African.  Refer to examples in the text which verify this.  Pay 
attention to the socio-political environment in which the text was created.
[50]

QUESTION 4

 OWN CHOICE


Discuss the thematic concerns of the own choice play that you have studied.  Refer to the text to show how the theme(s) that the play addresses, comment(s) on the audience that it targets.
[50]

TOTAL FOR SECTION A:
[150]

SECTION B

SPEECH


QUESTION 5


Select ONE monologue from the two examples provided (A or B) and answer THREE questions in reference to the excerpt that you have chosen.


Monologue A


Carrie:


Yes mother, it was a beautiful funeral. Yes. Yes. No, I didn’t notice. Frankly I don’t care what Janet was wearing. For Christ’s sake, Mother, who cares?

Will you please stop it? Do you realise what you are saying?


You’d think you’d be touched by the fact that she and Jim drove all the way up here from Louisville to be with you. Instead, you’re bitching because she wore the wrong dress. Whatever the “wrong” dress is. Is there some fundamental costume that you wear to a funeral? No, I don’t agree. And I think this conversation is superficial.


Part One
Respect?  Respect for what? You’d think, after what you two have been 
through 
you’d be thrilled that she even showed up. Instead, you’ve got to 
bitch that she wasn’t presentable. Mother … Mother. Mother, will you 
please shut up about it? Good Lord.



Just like always. Appearances. How things “look.” What will people “think.”? At 
a time like this, who gives a damn what they – whoever “they” are – what 
anybody thinks?


Part TwoDo you realise what you said to me when you called to tell me Dad killed 
himself? How else do you want me to put it? This is what happened, isn’t it?  
The man committed suicide.  Awkward? I don’t believe this. Awkward for 
whom?  


All you are concerned with here is how Dad’s taking his own life will reflect on you. And how about what you said to me. “Do you still have that awful haircut?” Here I was in total shock, mind-numbed, and the next words out of your mouth was some stupid drivel about my hairstyle. 


Monologue B


Johnnie:


Dead as a dud. He died. Gave up the ghost – all the words! … called by God, with the singing angels … laid to rest. Double dose three times a day! But he died! More! Explode! Swallow me up! Let the mountain fall!


Part One
This is the end of the world . Don’t be fooled. This isn’t silence. I can hear 
you breathing. Silence isn’t what you think it is. Silence is waiting – for it to 
happen, anything – a noise, or a groan  or a call.


Sometimes it wasn’t any of them – just the sound of his medicine bottles rattling in the dark in the middle of the night. But I was waiting. I’d go in and see 
if he was all right. ‘Have I got enough? He’d ask me. So I’d look. ‘Yes, chum, you’ve got enough.  Six doses if there’s a drop.’ ‘Even so,’ he would say, ‘get me another bottle tomorrow – the safe side in case of.’


And sometimes when it was like that, the waiting just stopped, the silence went and there were frogs croaking in the river or a cricket in the yard. Little Happy Noises! And we would talk quietly. One night it was all about modern means of transport and he was saying he could still remember the old ox-wagon days and how long it took to go from Despatch to PE. 


Suddenly in the middle of it his face went all sort of puffy!  His mouth started shivering, he closed his eyes.  I thought it was a stroke! Then I saw he was crying. ‘Don’t let them cut off my other leg,’ he said. ‘Promise you won’t let them.’


Part Two‘Don’t be silly,’ I said. ‘ Of course they won’t. Why would they do a stupid 
thing like that?


‘But promise me you won’t let them if they want to all the same.’ ‘Over my dead 
body, chum,’ I said. ‘Over my dead body.’


Answer any THREE of these questions:


5.1
Explain how you will interpret your opening lines in order to ensure intelligibility and dramatic effect.
(10)

5.2
Discuss the use of pause in the passage marked Part One. Rewrite the relevant part in your answer book and mark the pauses that you intend to keep with slanted lines (/) and discuss the effect that you hope to create with any THREE of the pauses that you have indicated.
(10)

5.3
Discuss the use and importance of emphasis in the passage marked Part 
Two.  Indicate specific words or phrases that you intend to emphasise and 
motivate 
your choice.  Rewrite the relevant part in your answer book.
(10)

5.4
Explain the importance of volume and projection in the performance of the 
excerpt.
(10)

5.5 Discuss the emotional size of the character in the excerpt. Refer to the use of 
muscle tone and empathy.

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:
(10)

[30]

SECTION C

STAGING


QUESTION 6


You have been asked to design a set for a play you have studied this year.

Select ONE play and answer TWO of the following questions:


6.1
What kind of stage are you going to use? Motivate your choice.
(10)

6.2
Draw a ground plan for the opening scene. Pay attention to a suitable acting 
area and sightlines.
(10)

6.3
Explain how you would use stage lighting to establish the mood of the opening 
scene of the play.
(10)

6.4
Provide a brief description of the costumes worn by any TWO characters in the 
opening scene.
(10)




TOTAL FOR SECTION C:
[20]


TOTAL:
200
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