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GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
SPEECH AND DRAMA HG 

TIME :       3 hours

MARKS :   200



INSTRUCTIONS:

· Answer questions from ALL three Sections – A, B and C.

· Read the instructions to each section carefully.




SECTION A

PLAYS AND THEATRE HISTORY




Answer THREE questions in this section.

Each answer must respond to a different prescribed text.

Answers are of equal value : 50 marks each (3x50=150).


This section is based on the following selection of texts:


· An Absurd text


· A Brechtian text


· A South African text written after 1976


· A  text of your own choice written after 1980


QUESTION 1

ABSURD THEATRE


Theatre of the Absurd comments on the human condition that prevailed after the experience of the destruction of World Wars I and II.


Write an essay on ONE of the Absurd texts that you have studied, to illustrate how the thematic concerns of Absurdism are reflected in the typical structure that the Absurdists adopted.












[50]

QUESTION 2 

EPIC THEATRE


Bertolt Brecht wanted to prompt his audience to evaluate his plays critically.  In order to achieve this goal, he used various dramatic techniques that would alienate his audience.


Write an essay on Brecht’s dramatic techniques which relate to the alienation effect.  Refer to examples in ONE of the texts that you have studied and comment on the effectiveness of the techniques.
[50]

QUESTION 3 

SOUTH AFRICAN THEATRE


South African Theatre has been called:


“A theatre under pressure to bear witness …..”

Robert Craig, Sunday Independence



Write an essay on ONE of the South African plays that you have studied and discuss the extent to which this play relates to the above statement. Discuss the techniques used to create the play and discuss the information that the play wants to impart to the audience.
[50]

QUESTION 4

 OWN CHOICE


“Theatre holds a mirror up to Society”.

Martin Esslin



Write an essay on the way in which the own choice play that you have studied this year reflects the society in which it was created. Refer to the ideological concerns that the play addresses and explain how the dramatist focuses on a specific audience.
[50]

TOTAL FOR SECTION A:
[150]

SECTION B

SPEECH


QUESTION 5


Select ONE monologue from the examples (A or B) provided and answer THREE questions in reference to the excerpt that you chose.


Monologue A




Mrs Buys' back garden is immediately behind the library. On her side there is a row of quince trees. The back entrance to the library – which leads directly into the room Joubert uses as an office, and in which the two of them were arrested tonight – can be clearly seen from under these trees. I asked Mrs Buys to contact me the next time Philander arrived at the library. She did this the very next afternoon, the twenty-ninth.





Part One

I watched the library back entrance from under the trees at the 


bottom of Mrs Buys' garden. After at least an hour of darkness, Philander came out of the back door, locked it behind him, put 


the key in his pocket, and walked away. I went round quickly to 



the corner of Church and Conradie Streets.




I was just in time to see Joubert leaving by the front door. I decided that these events warranted a thorough investigation of the whole matter. The library was kept under observation. Philander visited it every day. After discussion with Warrant Officer Pieterse it was decided that Joubert and Philander should be apprehended at the next opportunity. It was also decided that the camera should be used to obtain photographic evidence of the suspected offence.





Part Two

On the twelfth of January, Constable Harvey, who had been 

keeping a watch on the library, reported in the late afternoon that 
Philander had arrived and was in the building with Joubert. 
Together with Harvey and Sergeant Smit, we went to Mrs Buys' 
back garden. We waited from six o'clock to eight o'clock. 




Constable Harvey reported that nobody had left through the front door. We climbed over the fence, and in the dark made our way to the back door. Even though it and the window was closed, we could clearly hear voices whispering inside. On a sign from me the window was forced open, and a torch shone into the room. I saw Joubert and Philander laying side by side on a blanket on the floor. She was naked and he appeared to be wearing a vest. Sergeant Smit started to take photographs.




Monologue B




You were too young. They pushed me forward. 'Say goodbye to your Mommie, Hester.' I said it – but I couldn't cry. I was dry and hot inside. Ashamed! Of us.  Of her, Mommie, for being dead and causing all the fuss. Of him, Daddy, his face cracked like one of our plates, saying things he never said when she was alive.




And all the uncles and aunties kissing him and patting him on the back and saying 'Shame!' every time they saw you. It was those cousins of his from Despatch, who never ever came to visit us.




The whole mob of them, all in black, the little girls in pretty dresses, looking at everything in the house, and us looking like poor whites because there wasn’t enough cups to give everybody coffee at the same time. I hated it!





Part One

I hated Mommie for being dead. I couldn’t cry. I cried later. I 
don’t know, maybe two days. Everything was over, the relatives 
gone. He was in bed with shock. The house was quiet like never 
before.




Then there was a knock at the door. I opened it and it was that coolie who always sold the vegetables. 'Where’s your Mommie?' he asked. I couldn’t say anything at first. 'Girlie, where’s your Mommie?' Then I told him 'Dead.' I just said, 'Dead' and started to cry.





Part Two

He took off his hat and stood there watching me until I shouted, 
'Voetsek!' and chased him away – and sat down and cried and 
cried.  Because suddenly I knew she was dead, and what it 
meant, being dead. It’s goodbye for keeps. She was gone 
forever. So I cried.




There was something I wanted to do, but it was too late.


Answer any THREE of the following questions.


5.1
Indicate the climax of the monologue that you have chosen and explain why 
you would treat this section as your climax.
(10)

5.2
Discuss the use of pausing in the section of the monologue marked Part One  
Rewrite the relevant part in your answer book and indicate the pauses with 
slanted [/] lines.  Discuss the effect that you wish to create with THREE of the 
different types of pauses which you have indicated.
(10)

5.3
Discuss the aim and importance of emphasis in the section of the monologue 
marked Part Two.  Rewrite the relevant part in your answer book and mark the 
words or phrases that you wish to emphasise.  Motivate your answer.
(10)

5.4
Refer to Part Two in the excerpt and explain how you would use tempo, rate 
and pace to give variety and meaning to the lines.
(10)

5.5
Discuss the importance of volume and projection when performing the 
excerpt.  
How would you use variety in volume to enhance the mood? Refer to 
an example in the excerpt.
(10)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:
[30]

SECTION C

STAGING


QUESTION 6


You have been asked to design a set for one of the plays that you have studied this year.  Select ONE play and answer TWO of the following questions.


6.1
What kind of stage are you going to use?  Motivate your choice.
(10)

6.2
Draw a ground plan for the opening scene. Pay attention to a suitable acting 
area and sightlines.
(10)

6.3
Explain how you would use stage lighting to establish the mood of the opening 
scene of the play.
(10)

6.4
Provide a brief description of the costumes worn by any TWO characters in the 
opening scene.
(10)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C:
[20]


TOTAL:
200













P.T.O.


