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GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

HISTORY OF THEATRE, COSTUME AND LITERATURE SG   

(Second Paper: History of Literature)

TIME: 2½ hours     

MARKS:  120

INSTRUCTIONS:

· You must answer FOUR questions: 

TWO questions from Section A 

TWO questions from Section B

· Answers should reflect your personal response to the works and writers you have studied during the course of the year, but be thoroughly motivated.

· All questions are of equal value (30 marks each).

· Number your answers in accordance with the numbers on the question paper.


SECTION A

TWENTIETH CENTURY LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.


QUESTION 1

THE WAR POETS


“The poets of the Second World War are very different from those of the First World War.  There are many reasons for this.”


Write an essay in which you discuss the above comment.  Provide what you believe to be the “many reasons” which are suggested.  Be sure to refer to the writings of poets from both the wars to illustrate your statements.
[30]

QUESTION 2

SYLVIA PLATH


Sylvia Plath was essentially a confessional poet, using her own life as the source of most of her material.  

Write an essay on the autobiographical content of Sylvia Plath’s poetry.
[30]

QUESTION 3

VIRGINIA WOOLF


“Clothes, which represent gender, change our view of the world and how the world views us; as gender changes our views and how the world views us.  Orlando’s change is outwardly visible in his / her clothes, but in fact the change is more profound than merely dress.”


Discuss this statement in an essay on Virginia Woolf’s Orlando, indicating how this statement pertains to one of the main themes of the novel.
[30]

QUESTION 4

EDWARD ALBEE


Examine Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf as an exploration of the failure or shortcomings of the so-called “American Dream”.  Explain what is meant by the “American Dream” and then describe Albee’s treatment of this conceptwith reference to the play.
[30]

QUESTION 5

HAROLD PINTER


Pinter is said to have founded a new genre of theatre, namely Comedy of Menace.  Using The Birthday Party as an example of his writing, demonstrate in detail why this is an apt description of his work.
[30]

TOTAL FOR SECTION A:
[60]

SECTION B

SOUTH AFRICAN LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.


QUESTION 6

DOUGLAS LIVINGSTONE


Suppose Douglas Livingstone is removed from the list of poets who are studied at schools.  Write a letter to the education authorities in which you explain why you feel that they are making a mistake in doing so.

Write an essay giving detailed reasons why you believe it is important to study Douglas Livingstone’s poetry.
[30]

QUESTION 7

GCINA MHLOPE


You have been selected to direct Gcina Mhlope’s play Have you seen Zandile? for an upcoming theatre festival and you have to submit a director’s motivation which clearly outlines why you have chosen to direct this particular play.

Write your motivation, making references to the play to support your arguments.
[30]

QUESTION 8

ATHOL FUGARD

Fugard has been described as the greatest living playwright in the English language.  Of all his plays that are performed internationally, it is The Road to Mecca which is most often performed.

Write an essay on the reasons for the international appeal of Road to Mecca.
[30]

QUESTION 9

ZAKES MDA
Zakes Mda’s Ways of Dying was very successfully adapted into a stage play a few years back.  One of the reasons why it was so successful was that the extraordinary visual images evoked in the novel could be represented on stage to create a magical atmosphere.

Write an essay that examines the images that Mda uses in Ways of Dying and discuss the effect they have on the reader.
[30]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:
[60]

TOTAL:
120
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