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SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION - 2002


	SECTION A: COMPREHENSION

QUESTION 1

Read the following passage and answer the questions which follow:

MY PARENTS AREN’T PERFECT

Seventeen-year-old Pheodora Shoroma was shocked

when she realised that her parents were fallible.

1 When I was younger, I thought my parents were super cool.  They planned parties for me and took me to church.  They bought me presents and took me to interesting places.  They taught me to play catch and baked birthday cakes in different shapes.  They seemed to know everything and I adored them. I had placed them on a pedestal.  What happened?

2 There are times now when I don’t feel much respect for my parents.  They do things I can’t stand and say things I don’t want to hear.  They forget, misplace and withhold things.  They make bad decisions and are constantly late.  Slowly, the Pedestal of Parenthood has crumbled before my eyes.  And I have realised that my parents are human.

3 Sometimes it is hard for me to deal with their humanity, especially when they are the ones who help to direct me in life.  I struggle with the fact that two imperfect people consider it their responsibility to tell me how I should live.  That is just not the way it should work.

4 Say, for example, you want to learn to play tennis.  For instruction, you would go to someone who plays the sport well.  Or, if you wanted to learn all the names of the countries in the world, you would go to a Geography teacher.  Someone who wanted to learn how to sing would find a singing instructor.  For training, people always look to someone who is “better” than they are in that particular field.

5 This isn’t true of parenting.  Basically, anyone can become a parent and can train that child however he or she wants to.  They don’t have to be experts at this.  And we don’t get to choose who will bring us up.

6 We will one day understand things from their perspective, but for now, we are left with being the trainees.  We have to deal with the fact that our parents will never be able to train us in everything.  In a way, they are also still growing up in a continual process of learning.

7 We can continually lament our parents’ humanity, or we can choose to learn the things they can teach us.  We can obey them, or we can justify our disobedience with the fact that they make mistakes sometimes.  It’s a choice we all have to make, and it’s easier said than done.

8 Living in harmony with them requires accepting their failures and learning from their wisdom. 


	
	


	9 In all their humanity, my parents are still pretty cool.  They still take me to fun places, bake birthday cakes, and attend all my sporting and cultural activities.

10 They give me money and presents, and make time in their schedules for me.  They stay up late with me just to talk … and there is always something they can teach me.  I just have to be willing to learn and accept that they are only human. 

— adapted from Woman’s Value, June 2001


	
	


	1.1
	Choose the correct answer from the options given below.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.

“I had placed them on a pedestal”  implies that the writer had …
	
	


	
	A

B

C

D
	regarded her parents holy like gods.

built her parents a huge monument.

absolutely worshipped her parents.

considered her parents her friends.
	
	  (2)


	1.2

1.3

1.4
	List the THREE things from paragraph 1 that the writer and her parents did together.

Quote another phrase of TWO words from paragraph 1 that conveys the same meaning as:  “I had placed them on a pedestal”.

Find ONE word from paragraph 2 for each numbered space in the following sentences.  Write ONLY the number and answer.

When Pheodora’s parents   1.4.1   objects they put things away and are unable to find them.

When they refuse to give her things she thinks she deserves, they spitefully 

  1.4.2   these items from her.
	
	  (3)

  (1)

 (2)


	1.5
	State whether the following is TRUE or FALSE and briefly QUOTE to prove your answer.
	
	


	
	1.5.1

1.5.2
	Pheodora gathered that her mother and father were normal people.

Pheodora feels her parents are responsible for guiding her.
	
	(2)

(2)


	1.6


	Quote ONE word from each of the sections indicated below, which proves that the parents could make mistakes:
	
	


	
	1.6.1

1.6.2
	The heading and accompanying sub-title

Paragraph 3
	
	(2)


	1.7
	Choose the correct answer from the options given below.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.

The overriding two emotions Pheodora conveys in paragraph 3 are …
	
	


	
	A

B

C

D
	hatred and bitterness.

disillusionment and resentment.

compassion and understanding.

indifference and apathy.
	
	  (2)


	1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

1.12
	Choose the correct word from those given in brackets.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the word of your choice. 

1.8.1   The Geography teacher, singing instructor and tennis coach all 
            (learn/teach/instruct/coach) youngsters a certain skill.

1.8.2   These skills are things that the youngsters (need/have/want/ought) 
            to acquire because they are improving themselves voluntarily (of their 

            own free will; nobody is forcing them).

Quote a word from the passage referring to people who are the best in a particular field.

Why are children referred to as “trainees” (paragraph 6)?

When does the writer feel that children are going to understand things from their parents’ point of view?

Choose the correct answer from the options given below.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.
	
	(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)


	
	1.12.1

1.12.2
	The writer feels that our parents will never be able to train children  in everything because they are  …

A   too immature to raise children.

B   also still learning from experience.

C   still growing up to balanced adulthood.

D   unprepared for the challenges of life.

The word “lament” (paragraph 7) is best explained by the phrase or word …

A   disobey.

B   rebel against.

C   complain about.

D   accept.
	
	(2)

(2)


	1.13
	“It’s a choice we all have to make, and it’s easier said than done.” 
	
	


	
	1.13.1

1.13.2
	To whom does the word “we” in the above sentence refer?

Choose the INCORRECT answer from the options given below.  Write  ONLY  the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.   

The author states that the choice “we” all have to make is to choose between …

A   obeying or disregarding our parents.

B   accepting or rejecting our parents’ humanity.

C   disagreeing with or opposing our parents.

D   being willing or reluctant to learn from our parents.
	
	(1)

(2)


	1.14

1.15

1.16
	According to the author, which TWO things must teenagers do to ensure peace both within themselves and in the home?
Indicate whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE and briefly QUOTE from the passage to prove your answer:

Pheodora doesn't think her parents are quite as cool as they used to be.

Pheodora’s parents are involved in their daughter's life.

Prove this statement by listing the THREE things they do to show that they care.

TOTAL SECTION A:
	
	(2)

(2)

(3)

[35]


	SECTION B:  SUMMARY

QUESTION 2 

One can avoid developing back pain while carrying on with your normal activities at school by sticking to a few simple rules. 

Read through the passage “EXPERTS’ TOP TIPS TO BEAT BACK PAIN” and list the  tips that are given to combat the development of back pain during any normal person's daily routine.  Do not exceed 50 words.

INSTRUCTIONS:

· List at least 7 facts in full sentences.

· Number your sentences from 1 to 7.

· Write down only ONE fact per line.

· Use your own words as far as possible.

· Indicate the number of words you have used in brackets at the end of your summary.

· You will be penalised for exceeding the maximum number of words or failing to indicate the number of words used.

EXPERTS’ TOP TIPS TO BEAT BACK PAIN

It’s easy to banish back pain without spending a fortune on doctors and medication by following these helpful hints from the experts.

Avoid sleeping on your stomach.  Lie on your back with a pillow under your knees, which will help flatten your lower back.  Sleep on your side, preferably with a pillow between bent knees. Get out of bed by rolling to your side, then swinging your legs to the floor and pushing yourself up with your arms.  Place a pillow or rolled-up towel behind your lower back when sitting for more than a few moments.

Keep your feet flat on the floor when seated.  Bonus tip:  Keeping your legs uncrossed will help you avoid the unsightly ‘spider’ veins, which can be triggered or worsened when you cross your legs and thereby cutting off circulation.

During long drives, take breaks at least hourly by getting out of the car and stretching.

Wear shoes with approximately two-centimetre heels or slightly higher.  Totally flat heels and high heels force your back into an unnatural position.

Rather bend at the knees, not at the waist, when picking up heavy objects. Heavy purses and shoulder bags which are always carried on the same side create back problems.  If you can’t lighten the load, alternate hands and shoulders regularly.

Make a conscious effort to maintain good posture by keeping your weight in check, as a potbelly creates extra pressure on the back.

Do aerobic exercise like walking, biking or swimming to strengthen the muscles in the back and abdomen.  A strong tummy works hand-in-hand with a strong back. 


                                          — People, January 12, 2001  


	
	

	TOTAL SECTION B:
	
	[10]


SECTION C :  LANGUAGE USAGE

QUESTION 3

	Read through the passage "Ideal World" and answer the questions that follow:
	
	


	1

2

3
	IDEAL WORLD

It was 6 am on a public holiday, and we were out on our usual early-morning walk when a black man holding a baby stopped us.  He explained that early the previous evening he and his young family had been driving down the nearby freeway when two of their tyres had been damaged in a minor accident. With only one spare wheel, they had been stranded on the side of the road all night.

I returned home to fetch my car and drove the young man to a garage, but it was open for petrol only.  Since it was a holiday, we drove off with little hope of finding a garage that would be able to help.  Suddenly, my passenger spied a car of the same make as his own outside a private house.  We roused the owner, a        white man, and told him the sorry story.  Without hesitating he took his spare tyre out of the boot and gave it to us.  "You'll bring it back as soon as you can so I'm not stuck," he said simply.

With such signs of goodwill, I am filled with hope for our future as South Africans.

— Sister Noirin Mulvihill, Edenvale, Gauteng

 — Reader's Digest, January 1996


	  
	


	3.1
	Supply ONE word for each numbered space.  You must refer directly to words used in PARAGRAPH 1 of the passage entitled "Ideal World".  Write ONLY the word next to the number.
	
	


	
	3.1.1
	"6 am" means it was six o'clock in the ___.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.1.2
	The people who were approached ​​​___ went for an early morning walk.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.1.3
	The two people ___ stopped by a black man holding a baby.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.1.4
	He told them that they had been driving down the nearby freeway the night ___.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.1.5
	The baby was obviously the ___ member of the family.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.1.6
	The accident fortunately was not very ___ , because only two tyres had been damaged.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.1.7
	With only one spare wheel, they had been stranded by the ​___ all night.
	
	  (1)


	3.2
	Supply the correct form of the words in brackets.  Write ONLY the answer next to each number.
	
	


	
	3.2.1 (Be) stranded on the side of the road all night cannot be an unusually 3.2.2 (please) experience.

The black man, however 3.2.3 (give) a very good 3.2.4 (explain) for what they had 3.2.5 (do) all night.

The garage 3.2.6 (not be) open for anything but petrol and therefore was unable to help them.

They drove off, not feeling very 3.2.7 (hope) of finding the help they 3.2.8 (look) for.

The passenger suddenly 3.2.9 (spot) a car, which was 3.2.10 (similarity) to his own, 3.2.11 (stand) outside a private house.

The owner of the house 3.2.12 (roused) by the men who were trying to solve the problem.
	
	(12)


	3.3
	Choose the CORRECT answer from the options given below.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the LETTER of the option you have chosen.
	
	


	
	3.3.1
	Capital letters represent stressed syllables in the following word, e.g.  HE-si-ta-ting.

Which option represents the correct pronunciation of 'hesitation'?
	
	


	
	
	A

B

C

D
	HE-si-ta-tion

he-SI-ta-tion

he-si-TA-tion

he-si-ta-TION
	
	  (1)


	
	3.3.2
	Another word for "private house" is ...
	
	


	
	
	A

B

C

D
	"property".

"residence".

"hostel".

"suburb".
	
	  (1)


	
	3.3.3
	The word "spied" is underlined in paragraph 2.  Choose the sentence in which the underlined word does not rhyme with "spied".
	
	


	
	
	A

B

C

D
	The space was wide enough to park a car.

He planted a seed of a tree in the garden.

The man eyed the girl all night.

They dyed their hair a different colour.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.3.4
	If you want to disagree with the author when she says "My passenger spied a car", you should answer her by saying:

"Your passenger …
	
	


	
	
	A

B

C

D
	never spies cars."

hasn't ever spied a car."

does not spy a car."

did not spy a car."
	
	  (1)


	3.4
	Supply the missing words in the following sentence:

The last sentence in paragraph 2 can also be written as:

The owner of the house said that the black man 3.4.1 ___ bring the 3.4.2 ​​___ back as soon as 3.4.3 ​​___ 3.4.4 ___ so that he himself, was not stuck.
	
	  (4)


	3.5
	Give the correct form of the underlined word for each blank space:
	
	


	
	3.5.1
	It would be a lie if you said the family had two ___, for there was but one ​​baby in the man's arms.
	
	  (1)


	
	3.5.2
	They saw the man and his family early the evening before.  If they had gone for their walk a little ____, they might have missed them.


	
	  (1)


QUESTION 4

	Read the following passage and then continue to answer the questions.
	
	


	IF YOU PLEASE ...

Because my mother didn't like writing letters, she never bothered to use any punctuation.  Once I received a letter from her without any commas or full stops.  At the bottom of the page she included a row of punctuation marks along with the instruction:  "Put these where you see fit."


— from Reader's Digest, October 1994
	
	


	4.1
	Give the correct form of the words underlined in the passage:

My mother has never 4.1.1 ___ letters by hand that were properly 4.1.2 ___.


	
	  (2)


	4.2
	Choose the CORRECT answer from the options given below.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the LETTER of the option you have chosen.
	
	


	
	4.2.1
	The mother's tone when instructing her daughter to "Put these where you see fit", is ...
	
	


	
	
	A

B

C

D
	sarcastic.

excited.

apologetic.

indifferent.
	
	(1)


	
	4.2.2
	When reading this instruction, Myra Forbes, the daughter, was most likely ...
	
	


	
	
	A

B

C

D
	embarrassed.

annoyed.

amused.

angry.
	
	(1)


	4.3
	Complete the following sentences:
	
	


	
	4.3.1
	My mother didn't like writing letters, ___ she?
	
	(1)


	
	4.3.2
	When she started reading at the ___ of the page, Myra couldn't understand why the letter did not have any punctuation.  It became clear as she read the instruction at the bottom of the page.
	
	(1)



	
	
	TOTAL SECTION C:

GRAND TOTAL:
	
	35

80
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