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SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

BIBLICAL STUDIES HG

TIME: 3 hours     

MARKS:  400

	INSTRUCTIONS:

· Answer only FIVE questions.  Section A is COMPULSORY.

· In addition, TWO questions from Section B and TWO questions from Section C must be answered.  All subsections of the questions you choose must be completed.
· The length of your answers should be in proportion to the marks allocated.
	


	SECTION A

COMPULSORY
	


	QUESTION 1

SHORT QUESTIONS

Questions 1.1 to 1.15 in Section A are short questions.  Write only the number of each question (including those of the subsections) in your answer book and write your answer next to the number.
	


	1.1 Define the term Synoptic Gospel.


	(6)

	1.2 Give the meaning of the following words:

1.2.1 Trinity

1.2.2 Parousia

1.2.3 Eklessia
	(6)


	1.3 Read the following verse carefully and answer the questions that follow.

“Jesus said to her: ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies.’”

1.3.1 From which Gospel is this verse taken?

1.3.2 The words I am are repeatedly used throughout this Gospel.  Why does the writer use these particular words?

1.3.3 Explain briefly what Jesus meant with the words will live, even though he dies.
	(2)

(6)

(4)


	1.4 Each of the following verses or phrases illustrates a specific characteristic of one of the Gospels.  Identify the Gospel and the characteristic in each case.

1.4.1 “Jesus called the disciples to Him and said:  ‘I feel sorry for these people, because they have been with Me for three days now and have nothing to eat.’”

1.4.2 “His father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: ‘Praise be to the Lord’.”

1.4.3 “If He refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to even listen to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or tax collector.”
	(2)

(2)

(2)


	1.5
Link the words in Column A with the appropriate phrase in Column B.  Write only the letter next to the question number.
	(4)


	COLUMN A

WORDS
	COLUMN B

PHRASES
	4x2=(8)

	1.5.1

1.5.2

1.5.3

1.5.4
	James

Timothy

Sovereignty

Covenant
	A.

B.

C.

D.
	All scripture is inspired 

The highest authority

The brother of Jesus

An agreement
	


	1.6
Write down the names of the congregations (church) to which the following words were addressed in the Book of Revelation.

1.6.1 “You have persevered and endured hardship for My name and have not grown weary.”

1.6.2 “Everyone who overcomes will sit on My throne.”
	(2)

(2)


	1.7 In the first letter to the Corinthians Paul reprimands the church in Corinth sharply:

“Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast.”

Why was it necessary to reprimand this particular congregation (church)?

1.8 Which of Paul’s letters

1.8.1 serves as a testimonial for a runaway slave?

1.8.2 emphasises the unity of the church and Christ as the head of the church?
	(4)

(2)

(2)


	1.9
Name the general letters from which the following quotations come:

1.9.1 “The elder, to her chosen lady and children”
1.9.2 “but the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night”
	(2)

(2)


	1.10
Name THREE offices to which the Messiah was anointed.
	(6)


	1.11
How can Christians make their needs known to God?
	(2)


	1.12
Briefly explain the difference between the concepts To believe in God and To believe that God exists.
	(4)


	1.13 Write in your own words, the greatest commandment according to 

Matthew 22: 37 – 39.
	(4)


	1.14
Name TWO reasons why the Bible was written.
	(4)


	1.15
What is a doxology?
	(2)

	
	[80]


	TOTAL FOR SECTION A:
	[80]


	SECTION B

INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT
	


	Answer TWO questions from this section.  Answer all the subsections of the questions of your choice.
	


	QUESTION 2

2.1
Each of the following verses refers to a characteristic of the Gospel from which it is taken.  Identify each of the particular characteristics and write brief notes on each.
	


	2.1.1 Luke 11.1:  “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he had finished, one of the disciples said to Him: ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ ”

2.1.2 Matt. 5:17:  “Do not think that I have come to do away with the Law of Moses and the teaching of the prophets.  I have not come to do away with them but to make their teachings come true.”

2.1.3 Mark 4:41:  “But they were terribly afraid and said to one another: ‘Who is this man?  Even the wind and the waves obey him.’”
	(10)

(20)

(10)


	2.2
In Luke’s Gospel he mentions FOUR groups of people.  Distinguish between them and explain Jesus’ relationship with these people by using appropriate examples.
	(40)

	
	[70]


	QUESTION 3

3.1
What are the main characteristics of the Gospel according to John?
	(30)


	3.2
Write short notes on the language and style of the Gospel according to Mark.
	(14)


	3.3
For many centuries the letter of James were seen as a contradiction of Paul’s teachings, namely justification through faith.  Prove that James and Paul do not contradict one another.
	(20)


	3.4 Explain fully why it was necessary for Paul to write letters to the following churches:

3.4.1 Thessalonians

3.4.2 Colossians
	(10)

(6)

	
	[80]


	QUESTION 4

4.1 In his letter to the Philippians Paul raised certain issues which are evident in the following verses.  Identify these issues in each case and write notes on each.

4.1.1 Phil. 1:21:  “For what is life?  To me it is Christ.  Death, then, will bring   more.”

4.1.2 Phil. 2:2:     “I urge you then, to make me completely happy by having the

  same thoughts, sharing the same love, and being one soul and mind.”

4.1.3 Phil. 4:4:     “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again, rejoice.”
	(6)

(6)

(8)


	4.2 The following verse is an introduction to one of Paul’s letters.  Discuss the rest of the structure, which normally follows after such an introduction.

Gal. 1:1: “From Paul, whose call to be an apostle did not come from man

or by means of man.”
	(20)


	4.3
The New Testament mentions FIVE men called James.  Explain fully which James was probably the author of the general letter of James.
	(20)


	4.4
Mention the I am statements as they appear in the Gospel according to John and give their meaning to believers today.
	(20)

[80]


	QUESTION 5

5.1 Briefly discuss the positive and negative arguments regarding the authorship of the Book of Revelations.

5.2 Discuss the characteristics which a true church of Christ must have according to the first general letter of John.
	(20)

(10)


	5.3 In the Gospel according to Mark, Jesus gave the following warning:  

Mark 13:23 – 33:  “No one knows, however, when that day or hour will come – neither the angels in Heaven nor the Son, only the Father knows.  Be on 

watch, be alert, for you do not know when the time will come.”

How does Peter try to emphasise this warning of our Lord Jesus Christ in his second letter?  Pay particular attention to His warnings and His answer to the scoffers.
	(30)


	5.4 As a prophetic book, the Book of Revelation was also written to warn the readers against spiritual backsliding.  Discuss this statement.
	(20)

[80]


	TOTAL FOR SECTION B:
	[160]


	SECTION C

THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE
	


	Answer TWO questions from this section.  Answer all the subsections of the questions that you choose.
	


	QUESTION 6

6.1 What knowledge do believers gain from scriptures regarding God?  Use appropriate examples.

6.2 Read the following verse and answer the question that follows:

Col. 1:16: “For through Him God created everything in Heaven and on Earth,

the seen and the unseen things, including spiritual powers, lords, rulers and authorities.  God created the whole universe through Him and for Him.”

Discuss the providence, sustenance and reign of God according to the above- mentioned verse.
	(20)

(30)


	6.3
God created human beings to be like Himself, having a free will and to rule over the world.  Discuss our responsibility towards the ecology (nature), other human beings and God in the light of this statement.
	(10)


	6.4
Explain by the use of appropriate examples how the Third Commandment is transgressed by society today.
	(20)

[80]


	QUESTION 7

7.1 The following verse characterises the way Christians should pray:

Rom. 8:26: “In the same way the Spirit also comes to help us, weak as we 

are.  For we do not know how we ought to pray; the Spirit himself pleads 

with God for us in groans that words cannot express.”

Explain what this verse teaches Christians about the nature of prayer.
	(12)


	7.2 Many sexual habits have become acceptable in this promiscuous century in which we are living.  Explain how obedience to the Seventh Commandment, which emphasises loyalty and faithfulness to marriage partners, can counter the risk of HIV/Aids .
	(20)


	7.3 Write brief notes on the characteristics of the church as contained in the following verses:

7.3.1
Colossians 1:18: “He (Jesus) is the head of His body, the church; He is the source of the body’s life.”
	(10)


	7.3.2
Colossians 3:11: “As a result there is no longer any distinction between gentiles and Jews, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarians, savages, slaves and free men, but Christ is all, Christ is in all.”
	(10)


	7.4
God reveals Himself in both a general and specific way.  Outline these TWO aspects of God’s revelation.
	(28)

	
	[80]


	QUESTION 8

8.1
God is a God of the Covenant.  Discuss this statement.
	(30)


	8.2
Christ has been anointed to minister as High Priest.  What is the significance of His ministry to mankind?
	(16)


	8.3
Briefly discuss the concept God as one but three persons.
	(14)


	8.4
Lead us not into temptation.  Does this petition mean that God leads people into temptation?  Explain the meaning of this petition.
	(20)

[80]


	QUESTION 9

9.1
Read the following verse and answer the questions that follow.
	


	Rom. 13:9: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
	


	9.1.1 Explain how the summary of the Law in the above verse relates to the Sixth Commandment: thou shalt not kill.

9.1.2 In what ways is this commandment transgressed by society today?
	(20)

(20)


	9.2
The Eighth Commandment thou shalt not steal, has wide implications for believers today.
	


	9.2.1 Explain the different forms of theft that believers encounter in society today.

9.2.2 What should the attitude of believers be towards earthly possessions?
	(12)

(8)


	9.3
Write notes on the following petitions of the Lord’s Prayer.
9.3.1 “Hallowed be Your name”

9.3.2 “Forgive us our trespasses”
	(10)

(10)

[80]


	TOTAL FOR SECTION C:
	[160]


	TOTAL:
	400
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