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INSTRUCTIONS:




· Answer FIVE questions.

-
Question 1 (Section A) is COMPULSORY.  All sub-sections of this section 
must be answered.

· In addition, TWO questions from Section B and TWO questions from Section C must be answered.

· The length of your answers must be in proportion to the marks allocated.




SECTION A


COMPULSORY


QUESTION 1

SHORT QUESTIONS


1.1
The word synoptic comes from two Greek words: syn and optanomai.



1.1.1
What is the meaning of the word “ synoptic ”?
(2)


1.1.2
What has given rise to the “synoptic problem ”?
(4)

1.2
Explain in one sentence who each of the following persons were:



1.2.1
Theophilus
(2)


1.2.2
Gaius
(2)


1.2.3
Titus
(2)

1.3
Indicate whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE.



1.3.1
Mark’s Gospel is characterised by its simplicity and realism.
(2)


1.3.2
Luke’s Gospel is of great eschatological interest.
(2)


1.3.3
Matthew’s Gospel is especially interested in the church.
(2)

1.4
Each of the following verses or phrases illustrates a specific characteristic of 
one of the Gospels.Identify the Gospel and the characteristics in each case.



1.4.1
“…He took her by the hand and said to her, 'Talitha Koum,”



which means, “little girl, I tell you to get up!”
(2)


1.4.2
“Jesus told them another parable:  The Kingdom of heaven is like this.  

A man takes a mustard seed and sows it in his field.”
(2)


1.4.3
“When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 


‘Zaccheus, come down immediately, I must stay at your house 


today.’ ”
(2)

1.5
“I am the good shepherd. The shepherd lays down His life for His sheep.”



1.5.1
Identify the Gospel from which this verse has been quoted.
(2)


1.5.2
Why does the writer use the expression: “ I am the good shepherd.”?
(2)


1.5.3
Where in the Old Testament is this expression “I am” also used?
(2)

1.6
What is the main theme of the following Pauline letters?

1.6.1 Corinthians

1.6.2 Ephesians
(2)

(2)

1.7
Which of Paul’s letters in the New Testament can truly be classified as a 
personal letter?
(2)

1.8
What do the following words mean?

1.8.1 Parousia

1.8.2 Eschatology
(2)

(2)

1.9
The following verse illustrates some of the main themes of one of the General 
letters.  Identify the letter and the main theme.



“Make sure that your endurance carries you all the way without failing so that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”
(4)

1.10
Which “ Babylon ” was 1 Peter probably referring to?
(2)

1.11
Which churches in Revelation are the following words addressed to?



1.11.1

“I know your affiliation and your poverty, yet you are rich.”
(2)


1.11.2

“I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive; but you 


are dead.”
(2)


1.11.3

“I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have so that no one will 


take your crown.”
(2)

1.12
What is the meaning of the word apocalyptic?
(2)

1.13
What is meant by the term sovereignity?
(2)

1.14
Complete: To have faith is to be 1.14.1 

 of the things we hope for, to 
be 1.14.2 
___ of the things we cannot see.
(4)

1.15
What do we understand by the term special revelation?
(2)

1.16
What does the Name Christ mean?
(2)

1.17
Name ONE reason why the parousia of Christ will happen.
(2)

1.18
State the equivalent in Greek for the English word ' holy.'
(2)

1.19 State whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE:

According to Christian faith, man will inherit eternal life by keeping the law.
(2)

1.20
What is the promise of God when children honour their parents ?
(2)

1.21 Which commandments would you break if you


1.21.1

damage or destroy someone’s property?


1.21.2

gossip about your friends?
(2)

(2)

1.22
What is a doxology ?
(2)

1.23
Choose the correct answer and write the alphabetical letter of the correct 
answer only.  The first petition of the Lord’s Prayer is:



A.
Thy Kingdom come.


B.
Give us this day our daily bread


C.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


D.
Hallowed be THY Name.
(2)
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SECTION B


INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT


Answer TWO Questions from this section.  Answer ALL the subsections of the questions that you choose.


QUESTION 2


2.1
Discuss the differences between the synoptic Gospels and the Gospel 
according to John as regards the facts presented in the Four Gospels.
(20)

2.2
Read the description of the healing of the leper in Matt 8 : 1-4, Mark 1 : 40-44, 
and Luke 5 :12-15 and answer the questions that follow.


MATTHEW
MARK
LUKE

Jesus heals a man
Jesus heals a man
Jesus heals a man

When Jesus came down from the hill, large crowds followed him. Then a man suffering from dreaded skin - disease came to him, knelt down before him, and said, “Sir, if you want to you can make me clean.”

Jesus stretched out his 
hand and touched him. “ I 
do want to,” he answered. “Be clean!” At once the man was healed of his disease. Then Jesus said to him, “Listen! Don’t tell anyone, but go straight to the priest and let him examine you; then in order to prove to anyone that you are
cured,offer the sacrifice that Moses ordered.”.
A man suffering dreaded skin disease came to Jesus, knelt down and begged him for help.  “If you want to,” he said, “you can make me clean.  ”  Jesus was filled with pity, and stretched out his hand and touched him. “ I do want to,” he answered. “Be clean!” At once the disease left the man, and he was clean. Then Jesus spoke sternly to him and sent him away at once, after saying to him, “Listen! Don’t tell anyone about this.  But go straight to the priest and let him examine you; then in order to prove to everyone that you are cured, offer the sacrifice that Moses ordered.


Once Jesus was in a town where there was a man who was suffering from a dreaded skin-disease. When he saw Jesus, he threw  himself down and begged him. “Sir, if you want to, you can make me clean!”

Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. “ I do want to,” he answered. “Be clean!” At once the disease left the man. Jesus ordered him, ‘”Don’t tell anyone, but go straight to the priest and let him examine you; then to prove to everyone that you are cured, offer the sacrifice as Moses ordered”.


2.2.1
Identify FIVE similarities within these three texts.
(10)


2.2.2
Discuss critically what the synoptic problem is all about.
(6)

2.3
Explain with the help of examples, what type of readers Matthew had in mind 
in writing his Gospel.
(14)

2.4 The following verses refer to a characteristic of the Gospel according to Luke.


Identify the characteristic and write notes on it.



2.4.1
Luke 4:14 “ Then Jesus returned to Galilee and the power of the Holy 

Spirit 
was with Him.”  The news about him spread throughout all that 

territory.
(10)


2.4.2
Luke 4 : 18: “ The spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 

me to 
preach good news to the poor. He was sent to me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release 

the oppressed.”


2.4.3
Luke 3 : 12,13: Tax collectors also came to be baptised. “ Teacher,” 

they asked. “ What should we do? ” “ Don’t collect anymore than you 

are required to,” he told them.
(10)
(10)
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QUESTION 3


3.1
The verses below are extracts from John’s Gospel. Explain how each of them
sheds some light on the authorship of this Gospel.



3.1.1
John 11 : 18: “ Bethany was less than three kilometres from Jerusalem.”
(10)


3.1.2
John 16 : 17:  “Some of his disciples said to one another:  What does he 

mean by saying: In a little while…”
(10)

3.2
Write a paragraph each on the following particular characteristics of the 
Gospel according to Matthew.



3.2.1
Matthew’s Gospel is of great eschatological interest.


3.2.2
It is a royal Gospel.
(10)

(10)

3.3
Various attempts have been made to find other aims in John’s Gospel, but 
most students of theology agree that John 20 : 30 - 31 entails the main aim or 
purpose of John. Discuss the main aim or purpose of the Gospel of John.
(10)

3.4
Write brief notes on the Pastoral letters of Paul, for example when these letters 
were written, to whom and why.
(16)

3.5
What is Paul’ s purpose for writing his letter to the Romans?
(14)
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QUESTION 4


4.1 The letter of Jude starts: “ From Jude, servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James” (Jude 1 : 1). The New Testament mentions five people called Jude.


Name them and explain who the possible author was.
(20)

4.2
Write notes on the undermentioned characteristics of the Gospel of Mark 
under the following headings.  Use appropriate examples.



4.2.1
It’s simplicity and realism.
(6)


4.2.2
It’s the most accurate account of the life of Jesus.
(6)


4.2.3
He writes in vivid details as if he was an eye witness himself.
(8)

4.3
Discuss the typical form of the Pauline letter.
(12)

4.4
In Revelations 9 – 11 John gives a description of his vision of Christ. What do 
the symbols underlined stand for and what do they imply ?



4.4.1
“He saw Someone among seven golden lampstands…”



4.4.2
“His eyes blazed with fire…”



4.4.3
“He held the seven stars…”



4.4.4
“His feet shone like brass…”
(16)

4.5
Discuss the theme “Fellowship” of the letter of the Philippians.
(12)
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QUESTION 5


5.1
Explain fully how Jesus Christ’s Sovereignity over his church on earth is 
revealed in Revelations 1 – 3.
(40)

5.2
False teaching of the Gnostics were a threat to the Christians of the New 
Testament. Briefly discuss the Gnostics and their false teachings.
(16)

5.3
Discuss the authorship of the book of Revelation.
(14)

5.4
Explain why the book of Revelation was written.
(10)
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SECTION C


THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR THE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE.


Answer TWO questions from this Section.  Answer all the subsections of the questions that you choose.


QUESTION 6


6.1
In Genesis 1:26 we read : “ Let US make man”. Explain the plural reference to 
God as a triune God.
(20)

6.2
The New Testament refers frequently to Jesus as “ Lord ”. Explain the 
meaning of the name “ Lord.”
(16)

6.3
Differentiate between the covenant relationship between God and Israel as to 
the new covenant established by Christ.
(30)

6.4
The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is essential for the Christian faith. 
Briefly discuss the meaning of resurrection to Christians.
(14)
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QUESTION 7


7.1
Jesus did not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it. Formulate a critical 
assessment on the purpose of the Law for Christians today.
(20)

7.2
Discuss the summary of the Law according to Matt 22 : 37 - 40.
(16)

7.3
1 Sam 3 : 18 (b) “ Then Eli said : He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his 
eyes.”  Discuss the petition of the Lord’s prayer that is referred to by the verse 
above.
(14)

7.4
The following headline appeared in the SOWETAN of 23 February 1999.







Hijacking, theft and many other crimes are the order of the day, yet there are 
other forms of crime which do not receive such publicity.



7.4.1
Name any other forms of stealing and discuss what effect it has on 


society today.
(20)


7.4.2
What does the Bible teach about the right to ownership ?
(10)
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QUESTION 8


8.1
I cannot pray: “… as we forgive those who trespass against us” if I hold a 
grudge (do not forgive ). In the light of the above quotation:



8.1.1
What do we mean with trespasses according to this petition?
(10)


8.1.2
How do we forgive those who trespass against us?
(10)

8.2
Read the following verses:



John 14 : 25,26: “ All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counsellor, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  

Identify the characteristics of the Holy Spirit in this verse and discuss fully.
(30)

8.3
Discuss God’s attitude towards the fallen state of man.
(14)

8.4 Explain the different usages of the following words:



8.4.1
Ekklessia
(10)


8.4.2
Kuriakon
(6)
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QUESTION 9


9.1  Read the following article and answer the question that follows.


Life after death

We receive a lot of letters with questions about what will 

happen after death.Previously I said you can’t just read any

book on this subject, and expect it to be the final say. I can 

recommend the following book:  Life after death by Faan

Botha  (Lux Verbi).

                                               Translated from Huisgenoot, 8 July 1999


Explain how you would have answered this question on life after death according to the Bible.
(20)

9.2
Read the following letter and discuss critically how obedience to the seventh 
command could have saved the author from all the hurt and confusion she 
suffers.
(30)

Renewed contact with ex-husband

We have been divorced for six years and I have a 

child from my first marriage. I also have two other children 

to whose father I am engaged to. I still have strong feelings

for my ex-husband. My ex-husband and I have regular 

contact again and he is attempting to become  part of my

life again.  I feel as though something is missing. I have already 

consulted a psychologist. If I am reunited with my ex-husband,

other people will be hurt but if this does not happen, I will be very

unhappy.





  Translated from Huisgenoot, 8 July 1999


9.3
Discuss the inspiration of the Holy Bible.
(10)

9.4 People with AIDS are often pushed aside by society. Discuss the role of the universal (general) church of Christ in a society where some people suffer from AIDS.

9.5
Explain what it means to pray “in the Name of Jesus”.  Motivate your answer 
from the Bible.


(10)

(10)
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TOTAL:  400
















School pupils hold up and rob women teachers.
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