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Key skills communication
Adult literacy

ESOL Skills for Life Reading Unit
Level 1

Test Paper
YOU NEED

• This test paper

• An answer sheet

You may NOT use a dictionary

Do NOT open this paper until you are told to do so by the supervisor

THERE ARE 40 QUESTIONS IN THIS TEST
Total marks available: 40

Try to answer ALL the questions
YOU HAVE 1 HOUR TO FINISH THE TEST

INSTRUCTIONS

• Make sure your personal details are entered correctly on the answer sheet

• Read each question carefully 

• Follow the instructions on how to complete the answer sheet

• At the end of the test, hand the test paper, your answer sheet and all notes 
to the supervisor

REMEMBER: YOU HAVE 1 HOUR TO FINISH THE TEST

INSTRUCTIONS TO CENTRES

• This paper must not be photocopied



Questions 1 to 5 are based on the following document.
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1 The main aim of Ride A Bike Week is to

A raise money
B provide fun
C find friends
D encourage cycling

2 Ride A Bike Week in Accrington finishes on 

A 10 June
B 17 June
C 21 June
D 24 June

3 Another heading that could be used for the section headed 'Cycling' is

A Help save the planet 
B Make the world a quieter place
C New roads will not be necessary
D Don't use up unnecessary space

4 The main point of the boxed section of the document is to 

A criticise cars and people who drive
B tell us to save time and money
C reduce stress, debt and poor health
D give reasons why cycling is a good idea

5 The main reason for the image being included is to 

A show what an appropriate bike looks like
B show an example of commuting by bike
C help people to learn to ride bikes
D show what cycling equipment you need
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Questions 6 to 10 are based on the following draft document.

6 A question mark has been missed out on

A line 1
B line 4
C line 6
D line 14

7 There is a spelling error on

A line 3
B line 4
C line 11
D line 13
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8 The word 'is'  has been used incorrectly on

A line 1
B line 7
C line 12
D line 16

9 The word 'compitishuns' (line 8) is spelt incorrectly. The correct spelling is

A computitions
B competitions
C compititions
D competisions

10 A full stop and capital letter are needed between the words

A 'prizes' and 'in' (line 7)
B 'painting' and 'the' (line 9)
C 'Saturday' and  'with' (line 11)
D 'help' and 'ensure' (line 16)
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Please go on to the next page
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Questions 11 to 15 are based on the following document.
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11 Which of the following is required for this recipe?

A 250g cheddar cheese
B 300g sifted flour
C 50g grated cheese
D 50g self-raising flour

12 What should be cooked first?

A eggs
B cheese
C tomato
D mushrooms

13 For how long should a pancake be cooked?

A 3 to 4 minutes altogether
B 6 minutes on each side
C 15 minutes altogether
D 1 minute on each side

14 The main purpose of this document is to

A persuade people to eat mushrooms
B instruct people how to make a type of pancake
C explain what pancakes are
D suggest ways of serving different types of pancakes

15 As well as fromage frais and salt, what is required to make the salsa?

A tomatoes, mustard and pepper
B mushrooms, pepper and cheese
C mustard, tomatoes and mushrooms
D coriander, tomatoes and pepper
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Questions 16 to 20 are based on the following document.
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16 The document suggests that even fit people may like to check their blood pressure

A after arriving home from work
B before going to work
C after exercising
D every 12 months

17 If people are worried about their health, the document reminds them to

A buy a wrist monitor
B take their blood pressure
C start exercising
D see their GP

18 To produce an accurate reading on the wrist monitor, the user needs to

A use it regularly
B take exercise
C blow up the cuff
D compare readings

19 According to the document, only one of the following statements about the
wrist monitor is true

A It has a 12 reading memory
B It can easily fit in hand luggage
C It comes with batteries 
D Its batteries last for a year

20 In the first paragraph, which word could best replace 'convenient' without
changing the meaning?

A handy
B simple 
C conventional
D clever
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Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following draft document.
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21 One of the following words is incorrectly spelt in the document. It is

A autumn (line 4)
B recieves (line 6)
C strength (line 8)
D forty (line 8)

22 A word in the second paragraph needs a capital letter. It is on 

A line 8
B line 9
C line 10
D line 11

23 The gap on line 9 should contain the words

A are planning
B were planning
C can be planning
D will be planning

24 On which line did the writer make a grammatical error?

A line 13
B line 15
C line 16
D line 17

25 The last paragraph could be split into two. Where is the best place to start the
new paragraph?

A The highlight  (line 15)
B Our group  (line 16)
C We are holding (line 17)
D The walk is about  (line 18)
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Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following document.
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26 In an entertaining way, this document 

A warns about next month's problems 
B predicts what will happen this week
C suggests things to do next year
D describes the past in detail

27 What are the prospects for the star sign Capricorn?

A Good
B Poor
C Outstanding
D Average

28 The document states that next week, people in the sign Aries will have

A a dull week 
B a fantastic week 
C an interesting week 
D a less healthy week 

29 Which star sign hints at the chance of romance?

A Aquarius
B Aries
C Capricorn
D Pisces

30 Which two star signs suggest readers may travel?

A Pisces and Capricorn
B Aries and Aquarius
C Capricorn and Aries
D Aquarius and Pisces
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Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following draft document.
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31 There is a spelling error in the document. It is

A theft (line 3)
B thieves (line 4)
C there (line 5)
D bunch (line 13)

32 A capital letter has been left out on

A line 2
B line 6
C line 9
D line 22

33 There is a grammatical error on

A line 10
B line 13
C line 16
D line 20

34 The word 'thru' in line 12 is incorrect. It should be

A thorough
B through
C threw
D though

35 A full stop and capital letter have been used incorrectly on

A line 4
B line 12
C line 16
D line 17
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Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following document.

36 Tea bushes grow best in conditions of

A plenty of moisture and slightly acidic soil
B low rainfall and good sunshine
C low moisture and little sun
D good sunshine and very acidic soil

37 According to the document, tea was discovered

A after seven years of searching by Shen Nung
B when leaves fell into boiling water
C by the Venetians in the 16th century
D in a distant part of Persia
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38 According to the document, the Emperor sat under a tree

A for 5,000 years
B 5,000 years ago
C for seven years
D in the 16th century

39 The word 'legend', in the second paragraph, could be replaced by

A song
B adventure story
C soap opera
D folk tale

40 According to this article, tea was first drunk in

A Persia
B Japan
C China
D Venice

17

End of test
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