TEACHERS’ NOTES                                                                                    Osmosis 1.03


Experiment 1. Discussion - answers

I The syrup should rise up the capillary tube at about 15 mm per minute.

2 The volume of liquid in the cellophane tube and capillary must be increasing.

3 If one rules out temperature effects, the most likely explanation is that water is passing through the cellophane tubing into the syrup.

4 It has been assumed that sugar molecules cannot pass through the membrane or that they do so much more slowly than water molecules

5 The only alternative explanation would involve fairly drastic temperature changes. The control in this case would be to set up the same apparatus with syrup or water both inside and outside the dialysis tube.

