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- f- Read the extract carefully, then answer the questions in the answer booklat provided. _—LI |
e
Thase amicles wer wittan fora magass celebrating he Golden Jubilee of Queen tizabeth in "
= 02 The first reflects on the sohsnces i science and fechroagy; e socond kooks al ChEnges m ..',.{ I
1 foed Tastes over e 50 years of fer rmign =
- =
i I-u latking about 4 reseobubion _! I"l
T- Sitting in my old, aaviby-bearned cotlage, || seems that the 218t century is a long way off, &s | gaze T_—!
v cver milas of green English countsyside. Bubits duetoa ravolution that | have the freedom to e -
- here, high in the Chiltern Hills - a resalution in imlarrnaton ard eleckronics. peslt
_!1 s When the Cueen acceded 1o the thrors:, the informistion exploscn hadn't even been predicted, _! £
e Compuiters were the size of buses, and phaning abroad was a tricky business, Mow | can e-mail --_|
i anywhiere in the workd in an mstant. |f 1 want 1o check a fnet, | gointo a search anging on the =
:..E frternat, Whisn a radio stalion wants oo inlenies, | re-routs my SO telephong line —which usuathy et
f Lrirgs the: inteenet into ry comgutes — loa rmiseer. To e, this is one of the greatest advancss i 4 -
=1 | 10 science and technalogy that has taken place since 1952, Al there have heen counliess others, “__] |
i Fifty yeass ago, Britain was o very differant place; one that our Viclonan and even Gearion =
- ancastors would have recognized. Peocte lved Ble much as they Pl i thes prast. S
s I fact, a ot of pecple hankes after those “good old days”®, butin mafy respecis [hery are: an |="J
-Il- ilusian, Advances in medical science over the past 50 years have mearnt (hal we are liwiregg bonige, '_!f‘i
w= A 15 and in many cases, more healthily, We're learning 1o control disease. And we are geting o bedier gt
15 Uncterstaiding of how fite iisell works. L
:-E Part of the reasan for our haightened congern Tor the arsdronment i oth our ration and ous -q-‘
[ m| planet is because we can accurately monitor changes from space. From the vantage-poen of | =
:_l, satalites — sy built in Brilain - we can row see the dencastation 1o he rain forests, o indusinal ::: |
i =1 20 pallution, s il hopesns. Satelilas have brogl many fa-reaching changas inlo our claily lives, i =
;'! ! Inatant commiuncations, a choice of hundreds of elevision channels and more accurale weather :..l.
P farecasts are ail the resull of a host of satellites patretiing the high fronfer. =
- q Space is, of course, ancthes major beaakihrough of the past 50 yesrs. When England's - |
by Astronaoes Aoyl heard umours that Russia had launched Spulrik in 1957, he dismissed thamas |5
—I'I | &5 “uller bilge”. Whal would he have thaught, jisst 12 years laler, when men won watking on the Moan? _!l*'
me | Today we have sent spaneprobes fo every planel ol our Solar Syslem except distant Pluto; around ==
| -] 400 pacple have lown in space; and we're on he dawn of space tourism, when aroene with the i i i-u
:'..l | risceasany money will be obile 10 see $hve Fie Planel froen oebil. ;- |
i There will be places where we can never go, but that hasn't stopped aslronomers from | -
=1 || 50 pertorming some exquisite hands-oll detective work, During my fitetime, which virually comcides =1
i = with thee Quseen’s reign, | have seen a braakthrough in our knowledge of the cosmes as dramalic as -
- whies) Galifen first pointed @ telescopd 10 the heavens - |
T Thanks ta cuting-edge technalagies, new windows on the Universe have opened up, Radio e
- astronomy, as exermnplified by the huge lelescopes o Jodrell Bank and Cambridge, is ona of the - f,
w | 35 British-chiven iniliatives which look at the cosmos that light does net reveat. Sa oo, does Yeray |
_|! aslronomy — also peoneered m Britain - which soeks cul cosmic violalors such as black holes and _=i"'
e exploding stars. Over the past 50 years, Brilish astronomees have helpad build up a picture of the -n--_l
i weay our Uriverse works —and these discoveries are being used by physicists to bowalel up & k-
"f‘_l dascriplion of i and of what makes it tick, :,.! |
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